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A PASSION FOR POLITICS 


With a new leader, more members and a 
stronger focus, the New Democrats are set to 
make a bigger splash than ever before in 
Canadian politics. NDP leader Jack Layton 
chats with Outlooks about the spirit that drives 
him. 


SPRING 2003'S FORECAST IS HOT 


Whether it’s Asian chic, a rainbow of colour or alluring 
utilitarianism, spring 2003 offers a legion of looks for men 


outpost winnipeg 8 ss es es ee 8 - 16 of any and every stripe. 
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MR. ROBINSON 


Despite some opposition, New Democrat MP 
Svend Robinson was openly gay way before it 
was “cool”. The personal convictions and 
integrity that informed his decision to come 
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out also served him on many other issues, so 
we reflect on fifteen years of our friend Svend. 
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dear freddy 2 i053 0s a as hee aN preparations underway for Montréal to welcome 
the world. 
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LETTERS 


Ms 


Dear Outlooks, 


| was reading the article by Toby Zanin, your first place winner in RSVP Social 
Commentary, and found a small part to be a little misleading. | would like to clarify 
something on behalf of the Canadian Forces: the courts did not directly force the 
Canadian Forces to allow gays in the military in 1992; rather, the military chose to 
remove homosexuality as a basis of refusal to join. 


| know this because | was a military member of the Canadian Forces Human Rights 
Commission in 1989. | was chosen to work on this commission because | was openly 
gay in the military since 1987. | came out when the military needed to give me the 
highest security clearance so that | could work on the Federal Budget. | was working 
with a group of senior generals and | had to convince them that | was the same person 
they had chosen to work with them—no better, no worse because of my sexuality. 
Amazingly, it took me about a day to convince them not to fire me and that | offered no 
security breach. The Commission ran from 1989 to 1992 with a varied mix of people 
from extremely conservative to myself. 


The Canadian Forces made the decision to allow gays in the military after studying the 
general population’s attitude towards homosexuality, the military’s feelings and a legal 
perspective. The legal perspective was based on the Canadian Charter of Human Rights. 


| never had a problem being gay, working in the community with gay organizations and 
doing volunteer work for AIDS service organizations. | was actually asked to write an 
article for the military on HIV/AIDS infection and unsafe sex. 


The point of my letter is that the courts didn’t force the military into changing their 
attitude, society did and that’s the grassroots approach that we need each day to make 
things change for the better. 


R. Harvey 


The Editor Responds: 


Interesting and inspiring, indeed—perhaps Mr. Zanin’s piece should have 
been called “‘Three-and-a-half Cheers for Canada”, the extra point for having 


so progressive a military. 
OUTLEQKS 
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Dear Outlooks, 


When Goliath’s was raided, the protests 
began. | noticed, while watching the six 
o'clock news, that the Pride flag was being 
used as a weapon of defense. Why? The raid 
on Goliath’s was because the police thought 
that something illegal was being done. This 
was not an attack on the gay community. It 
was an attack on an individual business. 
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Please don’t misinterpret what | am saying. 
Contributing Writers 


| am proud of who | am; | just don’t under- 
stand why the Pride flag was being displayed. 
This is not a gay rights issue. When | think 
back the last five years | have been in Calgary, 
| can remember the police ensuring a safe 
escort for the Pride Parade. We are a part of 
the community and they accept that. 


David Crosson, John Coulbourn, Charlene Lichtenstein, Steven| 
Rozon, David King, Rick Matthews, John Ayres, Peter Carlyle- 
Gordge, Brad Malmberg, Laura Beazley, Gerard MacMullin, Lorne} 
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The Pride flag is there for us to show that 
we are proud of who we are. When the 
Pride flag was displayed on behalf of Goliath’s 
| was sickened. This has portrayed the image 
that we, as the gay community, represent 
Goliath’s. | don’t agree with this. 
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Perhaps what the police did at Goliaths 
was wrong. Maybe Goliath’s really was 
breaking the law. However, the police raid 
was not an attack on the gay community, it 
was an attack on a Calgary business. 
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The Editor Responds: 


Often in protest situations people will choose to indicate an allegiance or 
affiliation with a group. For example, the rainbow flag flew as part of a Gays 
Against Oil protest during the World Petroleum Congress and lately has 
been seen worldwide in anti-war demonstrations. The common denomi- 
nator is individuals making their identity as citizens known in what are 
perceived to be times or crisis or threat, whether directly related to them or 
not. However, many would also argue that given the nature of the raid and 
some of the details involved, it was difficult not to at least perceive the 
Calgary Police Service’s actions as biased. Once again, this is a perfect 
example of freedom of expression—both yours and that of the protestors. 


Dear Outlooks: 
Just wanted to send kudos to you for giving me a good chuckle to start my day. 


While glancing through the March issue with my morning coffee, | was amused to see 
the congratulatory letter from Edmonton Mayor Bill Smith on page 9—right on the same 
page as the Pride Calgary Audition Call and an ad for “Fags with Taste”. Pretty impres- 
sive for a man who year after year, refuses to proclaim or even acknowledge Gay Pride 
Day in his own city! I’m tempted to call up Smiley Bill and ask him if he reads Outlooks 
regularly... maybe chat about his favourite articles or get his opinion on “Perspective 
Matters” by John Coulbourn. 


The chuckle only lasted a second. It was quickly followed by sadly shaking my head. 
Irony aside, thanks for a great publication! 
“Moqui” 


via e-mail 


NT YOUR LETTERS 


de your address and phone number. All letters 


please, no more than 400 words. Write to: 
Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 
17th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 
T2T 0B2 
or email: 
editor@outlooks.ca 
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EDITORIAL eG 


Words, words, words 


By John Colbourn 


Okay, so I’m old enough to remember back to the days when the USA had dumb bombs 
and smart presidents, but I’m not ancient. Still, I’m starting to think that maybe it’s time for me 
to quit reading the 


mainstream papers—or at the very least, time for me to quit thinking while | read the 
mainstream papers. 


Despite the fact that I've been doing it for years, it’s getting so that it’s just too hard on what's 
left of my mental health. 


For instance, reading about international affairs these days is out of the question entirely. Bad 
enough that George WV. Bush is trying to convince us that his are the actions of a peace-loving 
man, but worse, he brazenly assumes we are all just too stupid to figure out that the whole 
notion of bombing for peace is about as ridiculous as screwing for celibacy. And not nearly as 
much fun. Meanwhile, on a national level, this Harper lad seems to be doing his best to prove 
that there are a few things worse than Stockwell Day, what with his continuous braying 
suggesting that Canada’s role in international politics is right behind George W.. and his bully 
boys going :““Yeah, George, you tell “em.” 


If that’s our manifest destiny, who needs it? 


Provincially here in the centre of the universe—that is very provincial Ontario—we have to 
cope with an unelected premier determined to buy himself and his cohorts another four years 
in office, regardless of the price we will ultimately have to pay for it. The latest insanity to drip 
from our Eves is the promise to make tuition fees for private schools tax deductible, all of which 
means that | can now look forward to my tax dollars going (albeit in a circuitous fashion) to 
support a whole bunch of religious fundamentalist schools where they'll teach that my family 
and | are fit only for the fires of Hell—and the sooner we are consigned to those fires, the 
better for all involved. 


Okay, so it’s not quite up there with Alberta's fat little wine-dipped butterball and his love 
affair with the aforementioned George WV. (now there's a picture you don’t want playing on an 
endless loop in your mind's eye), but it certainly proves that the never-ending political race for 
the bottom of the intellectual barrel is heating up. 


The final measure of just how bad things have become in the world o’ news, however, just 
might be found in the fact that the only place one can find a modicum of common sense or 
sanity is on the pages of the sports’ section. | refer, of course, to the dispatch with which the 
sports’ world dealt with one John Vanbiesbrouck, erstwhile professional hockey player and, 
most recently, the director of hockey operations and coach of the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds. 


Now as you are no doubt aware, good old Vanbiesbrouck, fondly known among spelling 
challenged sports’ writers as Beezer, is no more. At least as far as the Sault and the Greyhounds 
go, having been forced to resign everything but his twenty-five percent ownership of the team 
after having used a racial slur in reference to one of his star players,a defenceman named Trevor 
Daley. Seems the Beezer was discussing the absent Daley, who just happens to be black, with 
a couple of his players and used what has euphemistically become known as “The N-word”. 
(And while we're at it, just who in blazes is fooled these days by the use of phrases like “the N- 
word” and “the F-word’”? And am | the only one who thinks it demeans us all in the same way 
as saying “| have to go ‘number two’””? But | digress.) 


As a gay man, news of the Beezer’s fall filled my heart with joy, not that | personally have 
anything against the man, | hasten to add. But surely, if the world o’ sports is so sensitive to the 
use of racial slurs then surely it’s just a matter of time before they start cleaning up their acts 
on a host of other fronts as well. 


Indeed, | suspect that the only reason papers aren't full of news of other coaches and other 
resignations these days is because of the space that is being devoted to George W's peace- 
making mission in Iraq. 

And as soon as it is over, I’m expecting to hear all sorts of things about coaches being forced 
to resign in disgrace for referring to their players—even their opposition’s players—as pansies, 
fags or even pussies. Or, as it will be reported, | am sure, by the P-word, the F-word and the 
P-word, respectively. 


For surely, after years of trying to maintain a macho world unto themselves, the bright lights 
in the sporting world have clearly realized that words like pansy and fag are just as offensive to 
gays as that dread N-word is to blacks and the use of any such word is no longer acceptable 
even in the notoriously lax world of the locker room. And they'll quit using them, at just about 
precisely the same time as bombs bring peace to our world. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He now makes his 
home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto Sun. 
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IN THE NEWS 


Trial trudges on 


By David King 


After three separate postponements in the Bawdy House case surrounding Goliath’s 
Saunatel, lawyers for the men still facing charges continue to await a full legal disclosure, 
leading some to believe that the case may be dismissed altogether. 


Goliath’s co-owner Ed Southern has been given a stay in the case due to his nine- 
month absence from the business, 
including the month of December, 
when charges were first laid against 
Goliath’s. The stay gives police one 
year to re-open Southern’s case if 
they choose.At January’s first hearing, 
six members of Goliath’s staff and 
one found-in chose pleas of not guilty, 
but due to lack of the required disclo- 
sure, hearings were re-scheduled until 
February 28, then March 19 for the 
same reasons. On both occasions, 
community rallies were organized 
' before the courthouse. 


Protesters outside the 
courthouse for yet another 
Goliath’s hearing 


Sources say the judge presiding over the latest hearing 
on March 19 expressed frustration over the repeated 
lack of preparations in the hearings, including the submis- 
sion of a CD-ROM containing vital evidence, statements and commentary. The next 
hearing was re-scheduled for April 16. 


While Goliath’s staff and the lawyers for found-in Terry Haldane could not comment 
on the case, there is a sense that Goliath’s staff have returned to some kind of normalcy 
in their day-to-day operations, leaving matters to their lawyers to appear in court on their 
behalf. Calgary’s media and community activists continue to follow the case, with weaker 
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coverage due to the lack of movement in the hearings. 


Bruce Freeman, who speaks to Outlooks this month about the Diversity in Society 
Coalition, is not alone in his belief that if the case has another go in court without full 
disclosure, things could be entirely dismissed. Freeman comments that any concern over 
Calgary’s community standards may or may not be involved. 


“Until this actually goes to court,” he says, “it will be difficult to tell how much commu- 
nity standards come into play. And, if so, we could likely be looking at appeals anyway. | 
would hope they approach things in a narrow perspective that first looks at our gay 
community in that context, and then if necessary, to extend this to Calgarian standards. 
My perception is that Calgary standards are quite tolerant, at least when behind closed 
doors between consenting adults. | don’t think Alberta’s redneck reputation is well 
deserved—there’s a blend here, and we don’t shove things in each other’s faces.” 


As Freeman and others make a wider appeal for legal change following the Goliath’s 
raid, a full dismissal in the case could also dismiss the more public appeal to alter or 
remove Acts of Indecency within Canada’s Criminal Code, leading some to believe that 
the court’s slow response to the hearings could even be intentional. If the Bawdy House 
legislation is not re-visited, many argue that it is not only Goliath’s that will continue to 
be susceptible to a police force’s own interpretations of the law. W 
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HUMOUR (S) 


By Jason Fantastic 


Sizing up spring 


Ah spring... it’s in the air—t can feel it! | have a sixth sense for these things, you see, 
like | just know when a new Madonna CD is slated to be released before it’s officially 
announced, or how many calories are in a Mars bar without looking at the wrapper. Call 
it my innate fabulousness. 


Spring is the time when our opinion of Mother Nature comes full circle. No longer is 
she the nasty ice queen accredited with causing “the boys” to shrink to the size of pista- 
chios or the wretched, evil bitch responsible for placing horrible winter vegetables like 
Brussels sprouts and cabbage on the menu. As the weather starts to break, dear, dear 
Mother Nature, in all her fine glory, is the one who showers us with sunlight, banishes our 
winter woolies into storage and, pardon the pun, puts a little spring back into our step. 
It’s a love-hate relationship. Call her Whitney Houston. 


Spring has many incredible attributes. It is always amusing to see all the peeps come 
out of hibernation the first semi-warm day. Gone are the puffy Prada jackets and Gucci 
motorcycle boots, replaced overnight with tight tank tops and fabulous flip flops. Village 
patios where gay tumbleweeds blew by yesterday are filled to capacity with chatty Cathys 
sipping strawberry margaritas and the scene queens you thought had been abducted by 
aliens suddenly reappear. It’s a time when everyone stops watching reality television 
shows (except for American Idol, naturally) and starts living it. 


Now, Mother Nature isn’t all raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens; mess with 
this seasonal sensation and you stand to get your ass kicked and your heart broken. All 
you couples out there who gambled on cozy, cold-weather relationships last fall better 
get out of your comfort zone and ante up. It’s anyone's bet if your bond will survive the 
onset of spring. 


Spring is a make or break season for relationships as Mother Nature acts as the 
supreme Lorelei and lures the apple of your eye away from you and turns your heart into 
applesauce. It’s a time when cabin fever can get the best of us and a time when we 
embrace change. Out with the cold and in with the new you! 
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So, how do you make the most out of spring? Well, for 
starters, get the hell out of your bear cave and come 
towards the light, Carol Anne. You've been inside all winter 
and you probably look like a geisha. Now, that’s not to say 
you should try to turn your skin into a Louis Vuitton travel 
trunk (as fabulous as they are), but a little colour in your 
cheeks would be lovely and a little fresh air would do you 
some good. Pull your friends out of their respective butt- 
indented sofa cushions and buy a new bike, go for a walk, 
be out in the outdoors! It’s time to get rid of that 
Christmas dinner you’ve been carrying around since § 
December. 


Loose lips may sink ships, 
but tulips were what offed 
Tiny Tim 


We are all painfully aware of the hazards of winter, 
but no one ever talks about the dangers of spring. 


Take it slow. 


Spring fever can spread like wildfire, so ease into it, there is plenty of warm weather 
ahead. There is no need to run out into the street in various states of undress or wear 
white shoes the minute the mercury hits fifteen degrees. Surely you have fabulous spring 
coats you want to show off. Tiptoe thru’ the tulips, but don’t trample them! Look at 
poor Tiny Tim: he got so excited about spring that he actually dropped dead on stage 
while performing his trademark song. Tsk, tsk. If only he had read my article, maybe he 
wouldn’t have strummed his ukulele quite so hard in anticipation of the season. 


Well, no matter how you slice it, with all the risks involved the good far outweighs the 
bad when it comes to spring. April showers bring gay superpowers, our social calendars 
start to fill up once again and Mother Nature revokes her icy spell, sending us rays of 
warm-weather happiness once again! You just know summer is right around the corner 
the first time you spy a hottie in shorts and a tank top and it just seems to fit the mood. 
Ah... ain’t spring grand? W 


After a year on www.pridevisiontv.com as Jason Fantastic, | have found a new home on 
www.slackalice.ca with a new article published each Saturday! | hope you will enjoy my 
new column, Jasonisms, as much as you enjoyed reading Jason Fantastic! 
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INTERVIEW 


No Johnny-come-lately 


By David Crosson 


To many people in western Canada, the name 
Jack Layton was little more than a blip on the 
political radar. As a Toronto city councillor, 
Layton rarely made news beyond the Ontario 
border—that is, until he was elected to replace 
Alexa McDonough as the leader of the New 
Democrats. Now, with fresh blood at its helm, 
the party is set to move forward with new 
members, strategies and undeniably strong 
enthusiasm. Outlooks caught up with Layton the 
day the U.S. declared war on Iraq, to see just | 
why the man and the party should get our 
votes in the next federal election. 


Outlooks: Now that you’ve been elected to 
take over the party, what mark would you like 
to make as leader of the NDP? 


Layton: Well, the advantage we have is that 
the Alliance is doing such a terrible job at being 
the official opposition. It’s opening doors for us 
in that there has been no debate in Canadian 
politics lately. We've had the Alliance saying things like 
“Don’t sign Kyoto” and the Liberals saying “Sign it but 
don’t implement it.” Or the Alliance saying “Cut taxes by |20 billion dollars” and the 
Liberals saying “100 billion.” The difference between these two parties is so small; it’s 
opened a huge door for us because on all these issues Canadians actually want to see 
proactive options. So now here’s the New Democratic Party filling the void, creating 
a new debate in Canada with exciting solutions—ones that don’t just talk about the 
negative, which we're used to hearing from the Alliance 


NDP Leader Jack Layton 


Outlooks: How, then, will your style differ? 


Layton: Ours is a message of ideas; it’s a hopeful message. There are ways of 
tackling these problems with a really proactive set of strategies. | think that’s what’s 
attracting people—they’ve already started to come to us. We've had 3,000 new 
members since the leadership convention finished, spontaneously contacting us and 
joining. It’s great. 

Outlooks: Obviously today will go down in history as the day the U.S. declared 
war on Iraq. How do you think the current Liberal government has handled this 
rather delicate situation with our neighbours to the south? 


Layton: Well, unbelievably badly! You know, we should have come out as a country 
the way Canadians wanted us to in the beginning and said that we believe it would be 
wrong to attack Iraq and should instead encourage inspections to continue. Not for 
a short time but on an extended basis so we could gradually disarm this country 
under the supervision of these fabulous United Nations inspectors who worked so 
hard—Dr. Blix and everyone. If we had taken that position early on then we might 
have been able to add to the influence of France, Germany, Russia, China and the 
many other people who called for action and voices to perhaps apply pressure against 
George Bush. 


Outlooks: Do you think that would have made a significant difference? 


Layton: It might have opened the door for more Americans to feel that they could 
speak up. You know, there are a lot of Americans who are opposed to this war but 
so few feel that they can really speak out. I’ve been 
to Washington to talk to some of the congressional 
leaders and they said that if only Canada could 
speak out it would give them some room to speak 
out themselves. 


Outlooks: Interesting. Now, as a Toronto city 
councillor you demonstrated that you are very 
supportive of the gay and lesbian 
community—even twenty years ago when it was a 
far more risky association to have. 


Layton: Well, it was probably more like twenty- 
five years ago—1978, | think. 


"Jack Layton “in transit”. : 

Outlooks: Wow. Given that the Liberal government 

has often waited for the courts to “force” them into 

making changes to human rights legislation, if you were prime minister how would 

you handle things differently? Would you be perhaps more aggressive when it comes 
to policy change or addressing key human rights issues? 


Layton: | wouldn’t use the word “aggressive”, just because | think it has negative 
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connotations. | would say that | would encourage legislative change that eliminates 
the inequalities that we’re aware of and move proactively to establish the full citizen- 
ship and opportunities for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and the transgendered. 


Outlooks: That would be a definite goal of yours as prime minister? 


Layton: Absolutely. There would no longer be any doubt in Canada about full 
participation and citizenship of those friends and those communities. It’s time. The 
idea that you wait for some court to make the decision and then you say “Oh well, 
the court forced us into it; we had no choice” well... we do have a choice. And to 
make the community have to go through these immense legal battles and challenges 
and fundraising—I certainly don’t mean to 
diminish the court battles; [those who 
launch legal challenges] are our heroes and 
heroines. I’ve done a lot of fundraising over 
the years for many communities, especially 
the gay and lesbian community, raising 
money for legal challenges. The generosity 
is amazing. Also, back in the days when we 
called for some kind of attention to the AIDS and HIV crisis when it wasn’t being 
attended to, the generosity of mind, spirit, resources, love, talent and money was truly 
inspiring to me. I'll do whatever | can and be extremely proactive addressing the 
various issues that are still outstanding—and there are quite a few key ones. 


“the gay and lesbian 
community has, to me, 
in many wa 1 been a 
model of what it really 
means to be a 
community.” 


Outlooks: Speaking of key issues, your model for tackling the AIDS crisis many 
years ago has been used on both a provincial and federal level throughout this 
country; could you tell me a bit more about that? 


Layton: Back in 1985 | became chair of the Toronto Board of Health and that was 
at the time that the Gay Men’s Health Crisis was emerging in New York and Los 
Angeles. It was hitting its early stages in Toronto. The AIDS Committee of Toronto 
was just being formed and, in fact, the People With AIDS Foundation hadn’t even 
come together yet. We sat down with people from the community on the front lines, 
along with epidemiologists and physicians working with people who had AIDS, and 
said “What do we need to do to put a stop to the spread of this disease?” Or, at 
least if not put a stop to it, radically change the infection curve—which was terrify- 
ingly vertical when you look at the graphs. It was awful. 


Outlooks: So what came about as a result of those meetings? 


Layton: Well, we laid out something called the AIDS Defense Plan for all of 
Toronto and brought it in with a six million dollar invest- 
ment and a million dollar community AIDS prevention fund. 
The second phase moved into needle exchanges and 
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preventing the spread of the disease into vulnerable populations. 
Needle exchanges—they were controversial; condoms in 
schools—also controversial. Olivia Chow, my partner, was 
running for school trustee at the time and | was a city councillor. Here we were: her 
on the school side, me on the city side. The thing was, | had done way too many 
eulogies; it was just tragic what was happening and 

yet the love and commitment was incredible. That 

whole experience taught me a lot about humanity 

and human spirit. 


from previous 


Outlooks: And that had an effect on you and 
the way you viewed the community? 


Layton: Quite frankly, | found it inspiring and | ® 
don’t mind saying it: the gay and lesbian community 
has, to me, in many ways been a model of what it 
really means to be a community. And it’s not just 
a matter of “How do we take the ‘correct’ 
position?” It’s so much deeper than that. When Jack Layton with wife 
we got married, we had a special section of the wedding Olivia Chow 
on how wrong we felt it was that our friends, who had 
loved one another in ways we could only wish for other 
couples, were being denied by the state the rights and opportunities that we had. 
[Laughs] Don’t get me started! 


Outlooks: When it comes time for a federal election, why do you think the GLBT 
community should or will support you and your party? 


Layton: I’m hoping that people who want some passion in their politics—like the 
gay community—will see that in us. People who recognize that it’s about doing the 
right thing, not just what’s popular—you know, turning right ideas into popular ideas 
in the process. If there’s an enthusiasm for a community response, rather than 
people just flailing around on their own individually, then that should attract some 
people. That’s certainly where I’m coming from. If people would like to have as their 
prime minister and in their government a party that is unhesitatingly, enthusiastically 
embracing the community, there is no doubt that they would be choosing our party. 
We’re not Johnny-come latelys or Jacquie-come-latelys: we’ve had a chance to be 
there from the beginning. We're the party that has a Svend Robinson, a Libby 
Davies—we’ve got the first openly lesbian MP and the first openly gay MP. We are 
infused with the notion that the GLBT community is us. Vv 
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TV REVIEW (_) 


New Pride Show 


By David Crosson 


Live theatre asks it of us; J 
so, too, do motion pictures } 
to a certain extent. Politics, 
definitely. The suspension of 
disbelief can be a powerful 


tool for enhancing the 
enjoyment of certain 
elements within our 


culture, most often those 
we seek out as distractions. 
The Jack E. Jett Show, a 
much-needed newcomer to 
the PrideVision roster, does 
not so much ask for suspension of disbelief as demand 
it. And, if the viewer complies, there is a good chance 
that he or she will be rewarded. Forget polished 
performance. Forget slick editing techniques. Forget any sense of North American 
commercial gloss—The Jack E. Jett Show is about one thing: Jack E. Jett. Actually, it’s 
about two things if you care to factor in that whole suspension of disbelief 
deal—and | strongly suggest you do. 


Colour me fabulous: 
maestro Jack E. Jett 


Shot on a self-admitted shoestring budget (can a parallel be drawn between 
production values and a loafer?), The Jack E. Jett Show is the latest offering from the 
city that has given the world Dr. Phil, preternaturally buxom cheerleaders and a 
primetime soap opera about a badly behaved oil family. The common denominator 
in all this? Though cheesy and of questionable value, all of Dallas’ contributions to 
pop culture have turned out to be quite a lot of fun. And, though it registers further 
than any of them on the weird meter (even more so than the Cowboys’ cheer- 
leaders), The Jack E. Jett Show is no exception. A runaway cable access hit in such 
jaded markets as L.A., New York and San Francisco (not to mention more than thirty 
others), the show combines the very best and worst of independent broadcasting, 
to stunning effect. (While we're adjacent to the topic, it should be pointed out that 
the worst of independent broadcasting is cable TV’s biggest pull.) 


In an episode entitled “Psycho-Delic Ramblings”, host Jett’s on-screen persona 
falls somewhere between a crazed televangelist and a gay version of Max Headroom 
(sorry... gayer version of Max Headroom), and he divides his attention equally 
between viewer and cue card. In style and scope, the whole enterprise calls to mind 
pioneer MTV videos (think: early Talking Heads or The Plastics), although topically 
and politically the show is right up-to-the-minute. 


Much of this half-hour broadcast is dedicated to low-buck, high-concept video 
tricks and audio acrobatics, a combination that is both primitive and charming at the 
same time. Ever the martyr for his craft (“I’ve set aside this time to make a 
complete and total freak of myself in order that you can feel better about yourself”) 
Jett allows both his voice and image to be altered without limitation, a refreshing 
departure in our world of airbrushed and coiffed media “personalities”. Some of the 
highlights of this episode include: a brilliantly funny clip from the fictitious Edna Jean 
Robinson movie Daisy; a Wago Krieger video entitled House, comprised a mesmer- 
izing footage of a board falling onto other boards (no, really, it’s quite cool); and 
intermittent cameo appearances by a fabulous bald dancer in an orange blazer and 
yellow slacks. Jett is also joined in this installment by bewigged professor Thaddeus 
Maximus for a lesson in a form of gibberish called the “B-language” and assisted in 
hosting duties by his ho, a garden implement sporting a hot pink feather boa. Ina 
nutshell, it is the closest a television show has ever come to mimicking the effects 
of substance abuse. 


Episode two, “You Don’t Gotta Be Dead 2 Ride N A Hearse”, is for the most part 
a less successful venture as it abandons many of the A/V tricks that make “Psycho- 
Delic Ramblings” such a delight to watch. The main focus of this show is an inter- 
view with members of a car club that collects vintage ambulances and funeral 
vehicles. Despite Jett’s nimble cheekiness as an interviewer, the pace of this segment 
is compromised by the off-the-cuff nature of the conversation and less-than- 
energetic guests. Towards the end, however, the spark returns with a Liza Crisis 
performance art piece called Teutonic Waveforms, which features Sistah Billie 
Freakazoid (a running character in rubber mask, Stetson and wig) wandering through 
a cemetery underscored by electronica. Also, if you’re lucky enough to catch it, the 
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version of this episode | watched was 
preceded by a fantastic pirated clip of 
middle-American social workers 
(circa 1972) calling out slang words 
for “penis” and then repeating them 
as a group in a seminar of some sort. 
Other than providing a cheap and 
genuine laugh, there was no other 
point to including it in the show—a 
testament to Jack E. Jett’s own partic- 

ular brand of genius. 


Overall, The Jack E. Jett Show 
smacks of a long-lost DIY/punk sensi- 
bility, and is reminiscent of the mid-’80s Mudd Club 
scene in New York that produced such “stars” as Joey 
Arias, John Sex and the Bodacious Ta-tas, Judy Tenuta, RuPaul and nude talk show 
hostess Robyn Bird. 


Superstar Edna Jean 
Robinson thrills her host 
with a saucy calendar 


To some, the host and creator of this show will come off as an obnoxious 
jackass—Tom Green without the network budget. To others, however, this Dallas 
Dadaist will serve as a welcome jolt of enthusiasm and inspired madness in an often- 
stagnant sea of reality television, lame sit-coms and dreary news coverage. Curious? 
The Jack E. Jett Show certainly is—be sure to check it out when it makes its Canadian 
debut on PrideVision. W 


The Jack E. Jett Show 
begins airing midnights (EST) 
starting April 11. 
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SBT COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE 


MERLOT 
(left) Cabaret 
Girls...er, Boys! 
Members of the Calgary Men's 
Chorus giving it all they've got at (right) Letting Off 
their cabaret-style performance. Some Steam 


(from left) Bianca LaBouche, Mr. 
Devon Mills and Eartha Quake heat 
up the capacity crowd with their 
opening number. 


(left) You’ve Got ' 
the Gold—Now (below) Fringe Benefits 


Where’s the Devon Mills showing how “Twissa 
Member?! Sissa Kate” can be left in the dust 


Mistress of Ceremonies Mr. 
Devon Mills caught in the 
middle of a saucy segue 


very easily... if you know how to 
shake it! 


(above) Flying Solo 
Jethro favours the crowd with a 
musical number 


(above) Two Good 
Reasons to Love Me, 
Honey 

Bianca LaBouche helps an out-of- 
town “drag virgin", David feel 
welcome. 


(right) Help Me Rhonda 
Actually, that should be “us'"—she 
was a special guest of the entire 


Calgary Men's Chorus (right) Don’t Mess with 


a Redhead 
Eartha Quake shows us why with 
her non-nonsense Wynona. 


(left ) Gin Fizz 
Franklyn Heisler presents Teatro 
Berdache's Steve Gin with the Glenbow 
Museum's annual award for Excellence In 
Innovation, for his performance as gay 
artist Andy Warhol during 

Pop Revolution. 


GLENBOW MUSEUM 


TEXAS LOUNGE AND MONEY-PENNIES' 


MONEY-PENNIES’ ; (right) Feelin’ Lucky 
(left) Spreading the Ce ee Rick Kennedy and keith Purdy 


Love Around Bout with (middle and right) celebrate 
A crowd gathers to celebrate Xxxx's es hei health 
Blondissima! their recent same-sex heal 
birthday. (from left) Pat, David, i 
Pi if hand James shows off a shock (or hehe sours Mees ane Se Z 
ierre, Garth and Jane. Patrick's Day with pal Marc at 


two!0 of hair in h 
‘0!0 of green hair in honour eee 


of the day at the Texas Lounge. 


(left) Ain’t That 
the Truth?! 
Bartender Ernestine 
demonstrates that it's not 
just the luck of the Irish 
that helps one have fun. 


(right) Careful, Boys—Those 
Beards Could Act Like Velcro! 
..and we don’t want to find you stuck together 
like elk later in the spring! TJ and Greg share a 
birthday smooch 


(below) Flicking Her Ash 
Amy playfully chucks former Don't You 
Wish? model Ash under the chin at the 


(right) Putting the Money-Pennies’ St. Patrick's Day bash. 


‘Tart’ Back In 


Tartan! 
(left) Birthday Bashers Just kidding, Tracy—but that 
Greg's friends and well-wishers collected en masse dress does showcase a couple 
to wish him a happy birthday, (from left) Vicki, of your best assets! 


Dwayne, Kristi, Greg, Alex and Troy. 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Kevin or Dean at 
(403) 228-1157 and he'll see about covering it 
in Out & About. 
Photos By: Kevin P 
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INTHE NEWS 2° 
A 


By Outlooks Staff 


Ever since Outlooks’ premiere issue, (im 
Rob Evans, owner of the !0th Street = 
S.W. Timothy’s Coffee (formerly ! 
GrabbaJabba) has been one of the publi- , 
cation’s longest-running and most 
ardent supporters as an advertiser and 
distributor. On St. Patrick’s Day, Rob 
turned out the lights in his coffee shop % 
one last time as owner before moving 
on to new endeavours. 


For years, GrabbaFagga (as it wa 
fondly known) served as a social hub for © 
Calgary’s Beltline community, much like the 
infamous “steps” at Toronto’s Church Street 
Second Cup location. Gay, straight, bi and 
undecided—all were made to feel welcome and comfortable by Rob Evans and, as a 
result, his establishment served as a “jumping-off point” for many people either discoy- 
ering or embracing their sexual identity. 


Timothy’s (formerly Grabbajabba) 
outgoing proprietor Rob Evans 


“This is a very comfortable place to come and get a feel for what's out there,’ Evans 
told Outlooks in a July 1999 Gay Men In Business profile. “It’s obviously not our primary 
purpose—helping people come out—but if we can help, that’s great, too!” 


As he moves on to new and exciting challenges, everyone at Outlooks would like to 
thank Rob for his unwavering support over the years and wish him well in his future. 
Timothy's new owner, Sungkwan Ko, is looking forward to meeting and serving the 
community that has made the establishment one of their homes away from home over 
the years; be sure to stop by and make him feel welcome in his new role as Timothy's 
proprietor. W 
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June 7th - 15th 


Parade, Sunday June 8th 
(starting point 17th Ave. and 2nd Street SW.) 
12:00 noon, rain or shine 
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Street Fair, Sunday June 8th 
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Pride Dance, Saturday June 14th 
(Nashville North at Stampede Park) 
doors open at 8:00 pm 
$20.00 in advance $25.00 at the door 


Come join us in celebration of our theme ''Reaching Up and Out" 
Let's show Calgary your committment to our community 


Volunteers and Entertainers still required, call Corey at 234-8973 


Official Financial Consultant 
to Outlooks Magazine 


E. Colleen Hanna 


Has The Market 
Got You Down? 


Call for a free assessment of your 
financial situation 


Partners In Planning Financial Services 


(403) 543-7271 
echanna@shaw.ca 


fetishwear © leather-latex e gothic 


B&D 


Emporium 
Our Name Says It All 


Dedicated to the 
Gay Community 


They make Outlooks 
possible. 


CALGARY 
426-8th Ave SE 
(403) 265-7789 


EDMONTON 
$652 Jasper Ave 
(780) 428-5847 


alternative lifestyle books & magazines ¢ 
e haleiedo nue naumo AuUuNWUIOD e saouse yund © 


e Voted #1 Fetish Shop In Alberta 


GREAT HEAD 


THE. HAIR COMPANY 


Head STYLE 

Can be COMPLETE 
a Work 

of Ant” 


~\\.. GRAND OPENING SPECIAL 
265-3115 


1003 1st Street SW CALGARY 


1 $86-988-0808 
IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN'T DO. www.tagswithtaste.com 


VANCOUVER CALGARY WINNIPEG TORONTO MONTREAL HALIFAX 


OUTLEQKS April 2003 


OUTPOST WINNIPEG 


ivy 
GLBT graves “ghetto”? 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


The certainties of this life include death and taxes. And for GLBT people the certain- 
ties have included a steady, uphill battle to be treated as equal members of society and 
norma! human beings who just happen to love or be attracted to their own sex. 


Now consider this: a local funeral home company which owns three cemeteries 
recently ran a speculative advertisement in Swerve, the GLBT monthly newspaper in 
Winnipeg. The ad was a trial balloon to find out if there is much interest in gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and others of non-mainstream orientation having a section of a cemetery set 
apart specifically for ash or body burial. The deceased would dwell forever among like- 
oriented people who have passed over. 


There are, after all, cemeteries for Catholics, Anglicans, Jews and even a special section 
of Westminster Abbey for poets and writers. Pet cemeteries have also sprung up. 


Being laid to rest surrounded by like-minded stiffs isn’t a new idea, but the sexual orien- 
tation idea is. 


“There’s a community out there of gays and lesbians. We are trying to find out if there 
is any interest in us designating a section of our cemetery for that group,’ says Cliff Binnie, 
the general manager of the Garry Group of the Alderwoods Group of Manitoba. “This 
is a trial balloon to see if anyone is interested.” 


The Alderwoods Group had its unusual ad in the February edition of Swerve: 


“Don’t let your funeral be something that doesn’t represent you ... Be remembered 


your way with the people you love most,” it read. 


Although the funeral company meant well, the response has been underwhelming. 
General Manager Binnie says so far only one person has made an inquiry and several 
others have actually expressed negative feedback. Donna Huen, who runs the Rainbow 
Resource Centre, reports that she hasn’t heard of any interest in the concept of reserving 
a special GLBT section in a cemetery. 


Huen says there is also a clear danger that homophobic vandals might desecrate such 
a site, much as Jewish cemeteries have been targeted by yobs over the years. 


George Lepine, marketing manager for the Garry Group of the Alderwoods Funeral 
Group says the ad was his idea and was created to see if the idea of a GLBT necropolis 
would fly. His idea was to set aside a section of the fifty-year-old Garry Cemetery on 
McGillvray Boulevard if enough people showed interest. 


“| like to think outside the box,” said Lepine, not noticing his odd choice of words for 
a man whose company sells “boxes”. “The advertisement was placed to find out if the 
gay and lesbian community thinks the project has value.” 


Since there has been little response, Lepine says the idea is on hold for now, but if a 
demand did emerge, he would quickly develop a special cemetery section. 


Outlooks decided to get some general opinions on the idea of a GLBT-only cemetery 
section. Suntan salon owner Richard Frans hadn’t heard of the idea but says it holds little 
interest for him. “I haven’t thought much about death because I’m too busy living,’ he 
says. “| can’t see any point in taking up valuable land when I’m dead anyway. A better idea 
would be to be cremated and get my ashes spread in a place | like, such as Beaconia.” 


(Beaconia Beach, on Lake Winnipeg an hour north of Winnipeg, is a well-known nude 
GLBT beach. It is often crowded in July and August with men as naked as the day they 
were born. ) 


Darryl Kippen, who runs an employment centre for mentally challenged young adults, 
says he doesn’t care for the idea. He plans to be buried alongside his deceased brother 
and with other family members at the cemetery in Carmen, Manitoba, where he grew up: 


“| think the idea of a special gay section is just dumb,” Kippen says. “We have spent 
years trying to be accepted by all of society so why should we want some separate status 
at the end of life? | always found it odd that there’s a separate Catholic cemetery in my 
home town, too.” 


Retired civil servant Frank Price, who is also treasurer of the AIDS charity known as 
Gio’s Cares, says most people still prefer to be buried near other family members. “I 
don’t think this is an important issue and people usually have their own ideas about where 
they want their remains,” Price offers. “A good friend who died recently was quite 
religious. He was cremated and had his ashes placed in an urn in St. John’s Cathedral, a 
place he dearly loved.” 


Ron Holman, an accountant, says the idea of being buried in a gay necropolis leaves him 
cold and he'd sooner have his remains scattered in a place he likes. He also thinks a gay 
cemetery could indeed attract trouble from homophobes. 
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Village Clinic board member Herb Neufeld, who grew up in a community fairly hostile 
to gays, says GLBT people are everywhere throughout society and he sees no need for 
them to lie in a gay ghetto once in the grave. “I know there are special Jewish, Catholic 
and Anglican burial areas but this is different,’ he says. “We have been fighting to be 
recognized as equals throughout society. It would be funny or perverse if we got tired of 
being treated equally and at the end of life wanted some kind of special status.” 


Adds John Stinson, executive director of Nine Circles,a GLBT community health clinic: 
“My concern would be that the community has been stigmatized in the past and a 
separate burial area would just add to the stigmatization. |! would, however, like to 
encourage funeral directors to open up communication channels with the GLBT commu- 
nity. If this advertisement was their way of sending out a peace dove to our community 
then we should encourage them to talk to us and focus on new ways of celebrating lives 
lost. But separate burials sections are unlikely to fly’ W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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ISCCA TEXAS TWISTER 
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ARGRA DANCE 
saturday the 12" 
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18" - 20" 


ISCCA 
CORONATION 


BALL 
saturday the 19" 


WE WILL BE 
CLOSED ON 
WEDNESDAY 
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for AIDS Calgary volunteer 
appreciation night. 

wing night will be 
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(below) Touched by 
an Angel 

Guinevere Comsalot tries to 
(right) Hey—Is reach for Heaven, but maybe 
That a Twinkie? 
The Buffet Beauties 
were at it again! These 


those big boots are keeping 
her grounded! 


(left) Forces of 
Good and Evil 
Well, actually, they both 
know how to have a 
good time! Willyssa 
Thunderpuss “plays 
Pan” (but not the flute), 
teasing her cohort 
Trojan Horse (AKA 
Tim) after their final 
performance as Mr. and 
Ms Geo's, respectively 


girls showed no shame 
(or table manners) 
when fresh meat is 
served on the human 
buffet. 


(left) Wigging 

Out 

Urethra Franklin in full SOUND OF Music SING-A-LONG 

swing as Ursula from (above) Death Lite? 

The Little Mermaid. Ahead aru yt eey UNOFFICIAL GAY NIGHT AT THE GLOBE 
lights the way for the THEATRE 


evening's participants. 


(below) Tiny Crown; 
Big Deeds 
HEIR APPARENT SHOW Empress II, Anita Stallion, receives her 
in honour of her newest title, Heir 
CLUB 2 crown in j 
Se Apparent to the Widow Norton, 22nd in 
Line of Succession. 


(left) Climb Evr’y 
Staircase! 

Tracy, as Maria, packs light for 
the big hike—and 
night—ahead of her. 


(right) Bringing 
Down the 
House 

Tony Barr-Lane was just 
one of the many 
performers out to 
show how proud they 
were of Anita's new 
title. 


(left) It’s Curtains for Us 
Janelle and Carly pose as two of the Von Trapp 
girls, complete with window-fashion frocks. 


SSacdiINNIM |’ 


(right) Anyone 
See that Horny 
Lonely Goatherd? 
Cassandra Crossing gives a 
mean impression of the 
Baroness—so much so that 
she won the costume 
contest! 


(left) Lord Help Us 
Brad, feeling a tad superior, 
blesses the camera. 
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(right) This Man 
Has Issues 
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IN THE NEWS LY 
A healthier Alberta 


By David King 


It may lag years beyond private health 
care coverage standards, but Alberta 
courts have finally reached a settlement 
in the case for Alberta Health and 
Wellness coverage for same-sex § 
partners. 


“Many private carriers would have 
done this years ago,” says Calgary-based 
community activist Keith Purdy, “but the 
government simply wouldn’t allow it to | 
happen.” 


Approximately thirteen cases to 
extend health care privileges to same- 
sex couples have been circulating before the Human 
Rights Commission, since the 1998 Delwin Vriend 
decision to include sexual orientation under the Human Rights Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism Act. Until now, gay couples have had no choice but to declare themselves 
as “single” on health card application forms and pay individual health care premiums. 


: Were covered! ‘Keith Purdy 
(left) with partner Rick Kennedy 


The Commission eventually lumped all thirteen cases together and sent them to the 
Tribunal before the December decision was reached. Purdy mentions all individuals will 
now be fully compensated for their former payments. 


“It goes back to the individual date it was filed,” he says. “Mine was filed February 2001, 
and a full reimbursement has now been made—l am now covered under my spouse.” 


Purdy doubts it was coincidental that Alberta passed Bill 30 (The Interdependent 
Relationships Act) on the same day the health care settlement was reached. While most 
of the act has revolved around survivor's rights, it does lead the way to better recogni- 
tion of same-sex relationships in Alberta’s future. 
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Purdy himself was part of the public consultations for Bill 30 during its public input 
process. On the health care issue, he admits thirteen cases was a rather small number 
to contend with during the process. 


“Some of the cases were from Calgary and Edmonton, but it is difficult to say where 
they all came from,” says Purdy, “and it’s my understanding that some of them simply 
moved. | think people may simply not have been aware of their rights. There’s no cost 
to complain.” W 


Recently, the law firm of Courtney, Sebree, Aarbo presented a public information 
session on Alberta’s Adult Interdependent Relationships Act (Bill 30). During the presen- 
tation, some history on the evolution of human rights in Alberta was outlined, and some 
of the implications of the Act were highlighted. This Act has significant and somewhat 
surprising regulations for anyone (gay or straight) considering co-habitation, and we 
suggest that everyone (including those considering a move to Alberta) become aware of 
the legal implications of Bill 30. For more information, refer to Sam Sebree’s article in the 
February issue of Outlooks (pp. 18-19) or visit one of these websites: www.courtneyse- 
bree.ca or www.gov.ab.ca and follow the links. 
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Bringing it all together 


By Lorne Bradley 


Nestled at the foot of the magnificent Rocky Mountains, Calgary is the fastest-growing 
major city in Canada. With nearly one million residents, the city boasts a booming economy, 
a reputation as the cleanest major city in the world, the lowest crime rate in the nation and 
the most educated workforce of any metropolitan region. It is home to a proud gay commu- 
nity and boasts several gay bars, gay-friendly coffee shops, and bookstores. Calgary is even 
home to the headquarters of one of Canada’s largest gay publications—the one your are 
currently holding in your hand! However, despite the fact that this could clearly be called a 
world-class city, it lacks a concentrated gay district. Contrary to cities with highly visible gay 
neighborhoods, such as Toronto's renowned gay Village or Vancouver's West End, Calgary's gay 
establishments are practically invisible to visitors, scattered throughout geographically diverse 
regions of the city. 


The city has expanded and spread so rapidly that its geographic area now surpasses that of 
Toronto. Pockets of Calgary's gay residents and gay-friendly establishments are nestled in the 
communities of Uptown (17th Avenue), Downtown, Victoria Park, Connaught, Lower Mount 
Royal, Mission, Kensington, Bridgeland, Eau Claire and Sunalta. The Beltline community has 
attracted a significant number of the inner city gay population, but is far from a cohesive district, 
stretching for over ten city blocks. Unless you drive, the significant distances between gay 
establishments can really mess up your weekend plans. Venturing out for a Saturday evening 
coffee and then to the bar? Plan to find transportation halfway across the inner city. Not 
surprisingly, organizers of the annual Calgary Pride dance arrange to shuttle celebrants from 
the dance venue to the nearest gay bar at the end of the evening. 


The geographical fragmentation of the city’s gay community is the result of Calgary’s rapid 
expansion in the past two decades. Gay establishments set up shop in the booming city 
wherever it was convenient and possible to do so. In addition, Calgary's extremely low vacancy 
rate prevented the gay population from centralizing—instead, people generally moved in 
wherever space was available. Both of these factors contributed to the fragmentation of 
Calgary's gay community. Dennis, a Calgary resident of eleven years, believes that gay people 
are leaving the city because it does not offer a vibrant or concentrated enough gay district. 
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oS 
“People live in cities not just for work, but for how accepting it is—that's why many people 
flock to Toronto and Vancouver,” he says. 


Some argue that Calgary's population is not sufficient to support a designated gay area; 
however, the city’s population is twenty percent larger than the population of San Francisco! 
In addition, Calgary continues to grow because it is the primary destination for many people 
living in surrounding provinces. A cohesive gay environment would provide benefits for the 
city’s gay community and perhaps even attract more gay migrants. Such a district would allow 
the gay population to congregate in one area and would clearly identify the gay community 
within the city. Those driving through would remark, ““Oh, here’s where the gay people are!” 
High visibility would provide the community with an opportunity to have a greater political 
impact. For example, the alderman representing the gay district would be elected by gay voters 
to represent gay issues and concerns. 


Dennis is intent on having a gay district. “I'd totally like to have one. It would be a comfort- 
able place to go—a place where | could go and meet people,’ He believes that such areas add 
significant character and value to a city. “There's high fashion, it’s colourful, there are things to 
do, and it’s good for the surrounding communities.” He also believes that vibrant gay districts 
can even help those struggling with their homosexuality, providing them with an opportunity 
to explore the gay community in a safe and non-threatening environment. 


Having a centralized gay district in Calgary sounds great in theory, but how do we actually 
go about creating one? The first step is to establish a gay and lesbian taskforce, which would 
explore the issue in detail and choose a suitable location for the gay district with input from 
the gay community. They would then begin working with city planners and business owners 
to transition the existing fragmented gay community into the new district. Obviously, this is a 
long-term plan which may take a decade or more to fully implement. It will require commit- 
ment, perseverance and a lot of hard work-but that’s something that’s never in short supply in 


Calgary. W 


Lorne Bradley is undertaking his final year of a Bachelor of Science degree. He works as a 
technical consultant and is actively involved in politics. You can e-mail Lorne at 
lornebradley@telusplanet.net with your comments and suggestions. 
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Robinson’s milestone 


By Gerard MacMullin 


A long forgotten political rival once asked voters in Svend Robinson’s riding whether 
they wanted a self-confessed homosexual as a role model for their children. The answer, 
of course, was a resounding ‘yes’. The year was 1988, a few months after Robinson 
became Canada’s first out gay MP. Never before had an openly gay man dared go before 
voters in a federal election. But it was a risk that paid off handsomely. 


Robinson's west coast constituents made history by electing the 
declared homosexual, and coming out to re-elect him in every contest 
since. During his unbroken string of victories, he’s survived 
homophobic insults, attacks on his riding office, hate mail, arrest and 
incarceration, not to mention a hiking accident that almost killed him. 


Now a trim and youthful fifty, he’s set to celebrate a quarter 
century in Parliament next year. But for gays and lesbians, a far more 
important milestone is being marked this spring as Robinson reaches 
his fifteenth anniversary as Canada’s first openly gay MP. 


“| thought it was important to show that we are everywhere as gay 
people,” says Robinson. “It was also particularly important, | think, in 
the context of the epidemic of AIDS and HIV.” 


He says he wanted to “give some sense of hope and encouragement 
to young gay and lesbian and bisexual people that they could be 
anything they wanted to be, including a Member of Parliament”. 


Robinson had served almost ten years as the New Democratic MP 
for Burnaby-Douglas before making his announcement, and had been | 
the target of homophobic comments, even in the House of Commons. 
Robinson rejects the notion, however, that his sexual orientation was 
the worst kept secret in Canadian politics. “When you say [it was 
known] to ‘most people’, with respect, that’s certainly not the case. | 
Perhaps within the gay community, but ‘most people’ doesn’t include 
just the gay community,” he says. 


Today, there are more gays and lesbians are being elected, and more are willing to say 
so on the record. The current Parliament has three in addition to Robinson: New 
Democrat Libby Davies (Vancouver East), Bloc Quebecois member Réal Menard 
(Hochelaga-Maisonneuve), and Nova Scotia Tory Scott Brison (Kings-Hants). 


The fact that he’s gay is almost an after-thought these days because Robinson’s causes 
are so varied and so controversial. He says people initially viewed him through the lens 
of his sexual orientation and he was concerned that he “not be seen simply as a gay 
MP...that is one facet of who | am and there are many other dimensions to me as well,” 
he explains. 


Robinson is the product of an American father and a Danish mother. His family moved 
frequently before settling in B.C. He studied at the prestigious London School of 
Economics after earning a law degree from UBC in 1976. He speaks three languages. He 
was married and divorced before entering his first political contest in 1979. He was 
elected that year, and re-elected six consecutive times for the New Democrats. He’s 
served under four NDP leaders and when Jean Chrétien exits next year Robinson will 
have outlasted six prime ministers. 


Although he’s still the target of the same old homophobic innuendo in the 
Commons—most recently from Alliance leader Stephen Harper—Robinson feels the 
GLBT community has made great strides in the past fifteen years. “There’s been a huge 
change in the political culture and in terms of what's acceptable in interaction with me, 
certainly as an out gay man. The fact is that Harper had to apologize, publicly, and that 
would never have been the case in the mid-’80s,” he notes. 


Robinson recalls things were much different in the months before the 1988 federal 
election, when he ran his first campaign as an out gay man. “There were leaflets circu- 
lated, flyers circulated to every home in Burnaby with a headline ‘Sodomite Invasion of 
Burnaby’ [and] pictures of a little boy being dragged into a toilet. My office was 
completely trashed and destroyed after | came out in ‘88. All of that would be unthink- 
able now,” he says. 


Perhaps those experiences have kindled a passion for human rights and social justice, 
which extends far beyond the gay community. Robinson was briefly jailed in 1994 for his 
role in the Clayoquot Sound logging protests. He fought for the right to die with dignity 
and was present at the assisted suicide of terminally ill Sue Rodriguez. No charges were 
ever laid. 
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Perhaps the issue that’s sparked most controversy in recent years has been Robinson’s 
declared solidarity with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
whose Fatah movement has been associated with hundreds of deliberate attacks on civil- 
ians, including the deaths of eleven Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympics. 
Robinson rejects any suggestion that his solidarity is at odds with his trademark compas- 
sion. 


“Certainly in the context of my trip to [Ramallah] that’s entirely consistent with my 
fight for justice and human rights, and respect for minorities in Canada. How on earth 
can you suggest it’s inconsistent to do the same for the Palestinians? And to work with 
Israeli peace activists and Jewish peace activists who are absolutely appalled at what's 
happening in the occupation of the Palestinian territories. It’s entirely consistent,’ he says. 


Although Robinson has prominently posted a photograph of last year’s trip to Ramallah 
on his website, he’s very reluctant to discuss the visit. “This isn’t a debate about foreign 
policy is it? | don’t think that that’s what this issue is. If you want 
to start talking about attacking civilians we can talk about the 
Israelis’ deliberate targeting of apartment buildings in which 
children are living. We can talk about suicide bombings which I’ve 
condemned vigorously. But | don’t really think that’s the debate 
here now,” he says. 


A wave of negative publicity following the trip resulted in 
Robinson being fired as NDP foreign affairs critic, and caused a 
serious rift in the party. He was denounced by Canadian Jewish 
groups and fellow caucus members, including Pat Martin and Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis. Former Ontario Premier Bob Rae wrote that if 
Robinson was not foreign affairs critic for the NDP when he made 
the trip, “it might have been possible to brush it off as yet another 
escapade from a histrionic crank”. 


Robinson, ever the survivor, rode out the storm to emerge as 
strong as ever. He was recently elected deputy house leader, and 
appointed health critic under newly minted NDP leader Jack 
Layton. Robinson couldn’t be happier. 


“It’s a very exciting time for our party and I’m very 
hopeful. Certainly, Jack and his partner Olivia [Chow] 
have been on the front lines of speaking out for 
equality for gays and lesbians for as long as I’ve been 
» involved in public life. One of the first times | met Jack is when we 
both spoke at a big rally at St. Lawrence Market in Toronto against 
the bathhouse raids in 1981,” he recalls. 


NDP Member of Parliament 
Svend Robinson 


With twenty-five years under his belt, a generous 
federal pension in the wings, and partner Max Riveron 
by his side, does Robinson ever think about leaving the 
old political battles behind? Or is a federal appoint- 
ment of some sort in the works before the next 
election? 
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hopefully be part of the first New Democrat govern- 
ment in Canada under Prime Minister Jack Layton,” he 
says. W 
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PUMPJACK 


(left) You’re Not Gonna Win 
This One ‘By a Nose’! 

Mr. BCBear and contestant Carl, President 
of BCBears, on stage for the competition. 


(right) Big-time Winner 
John, one of the contestants, on the 
verge of victory. 


(left) Nice Basket! 
John graciously accepts his award in the 
competition. 


CoRonaATION 2003 
STANLEY COAST PLAZA 


(right) Regal Tableau 
Members of the Vancouver 
College of Monarchs gathered to 
crown the next Empress. 


(left) A Hedy 
Atmosphere 
Vancouver Centre MP 
Dr. Hedy Fry cheers 
on the candidates 
with pal Angus 
Praught. 


VANCOUVER 


(right) 
Congratulations in 
Order 

Newly crowned Empress Michele 
Dorial with her Emperor, Little 
Joe. 


THE CENTRE’S PRIDELINE AND 
BASHLINE LAUNCH 


PUMPJACK (left) Sisters 


of Per-pint-ual 
Indulgence 

Jim Deva and Janine 
Fuller, both of Little 
Sisters, pause for a 
“sudsing’’. 


(below) Undercover 
Operation? 

Brian Young harvests a pair of 
undies from Seargent Walter 
Argent, of the Vancouver Police 
Deopartment. 


(left) Robbin’ 
Robinson? 
Nope—Brian's just 
trying to get Svend to 
ante up with the 
underwear. 


(above) One Day 
Maybe We Won’t 
Have to Do This 
Jack Herman and Robert 
Turnbull, honoured for their 
work with Bashline. 


BCBeEaRsS Hairy CHEST CONTEST 
“ia Bac. FEVER PRE-CORONATION 


EventT 


SPRING FLING 


(right) A 
Gem ofa 
Performance 
Ruby Stone gives 
‘em Hell—and a 
whole lot of 
gown—in 
anticipation of 
Coronation 2003 


(left) Sir 

Sequins 

Ex-Calgarian Glenn 

Anderson on hand 

to enjoy the ever- (right) A Dotted 

building festive Delight 

atmosphere Hostess and organizer Ted 
Northe, Empress | of 
Canada, demonstrates that 
a leopard can change its 


spots, but queens always 
look fabulous in ‘em! 


(left) Healthy 
Appetite 

Reza, owner of the Luxy 
Cafe, with his certificate for 
participating in the Dining 
Out for Life program, in 
which 180 restaurants 
donated 25% of their meal 
bills to AIDS charities. 


(right) Give ‘Er the 
Oscar, Dammit! 

The inimitable Joan-E jazzes up 
the proceedings. 


(left) Don’t Let Peta 
See You! 

Brent and Pat, Mr. and Ms 
Vancouver Leather Pride, 
respectively, prepare for their 
walk to the dias. 


(right) Focused and 
Fierce! 

Jaylene shows us all how to 
really fling into spring. 


(left) Mister with the 
Sisters 

Jeff, Mr. Gay Vancouver, addresses 
the crowd—and queens—at 
Spring Fling. 


(right) Encouraging 
the Equinox 

Bee Bee and Jeffery Bear chat 
up the crowd. 


Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about covering it 
in Out & About 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff. 
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FASHION 
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Beautiful 


Spring 2003 is all about bold and beautiful mixes of stripes, colours, patterns and 
textures. It makes you want to grab your credit cards and head to your favourite 
shopping destination! Where you choose to shop is up to you, just make sure that in the 
absence of a trusted salesperson as a guide, you are armed with the knowledge of what 
it takes to look fantastic. The images that are promoted the most in advertisements and 
by retailers are always a good way to start narrowing down the trends. Everything is 
lifestyle-driven these days as designers have broken so many stereotypes in men’s fashion. 
Thanks to designers like Tom Ford, Dolce & Gabanna, 
and Paul Smith, you can now chose to spend the day at 
work in a beautifully tailored pinstriped suit, multi- 
striped shirt and rep tie or at the beach in utilitarian 
chic without compromising your personal style. Every 
range is provided for. Here are a few a guidelines as to 
what is going on in men’s fashion for spring/summer 
2003. 


Between The Lines: The biggest trend, and easiest 
to participate in, this season is stripes. Be it in a multi- 
striped shirt, pinstriped suit or a rugby shirt, stripes are 
it. Colour mixes and the width of the stripe is what's 
most important this spring. Traditional colour combos 
of blues and browns are refreshed by the addition of 
odd colours like bright orange or citron. For day, look 
for a great pinstriped suit and mix it with a bias-cut 
|) checked or striped shirt for one of the most forward 
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business looks around. Paul Smith achieves this like no one else. Established designers like 
Ralph Lauren are offering timeless pinstriped looks reminiscent of old Hollywood 
glamour. Dolce & Gabbana does Mafia 101 with dark, sexy, striped suits and 
shirts—perfect for the “Soprano” in all of us. (Just don’t forget the black bikini under- 
wear because when you're playing with the big boys you need to get it right or you'll be 
sleeping with the fishes!) Burberry’s oversized orange plaid shirt screams for our atten- 
tion. In fact, the entire collection at Burberry was great: striped pants and sweaters mixed 
with suede or velvet blazers, finished off with a scarf and utilitarian tote. Wow! Diva 
Donatella Versace funks it up with wider stripes—just watch out how much you funk it up 
or you, too, could become a parody of yourself as she has. | do, however, love the audacity 
of putting her own image on t-shirts this season. Stripes are found in every designer 
collection and store. Go head-to-toe if you dare to be bold. Mix stripes with checks or 
abstract prints to create your own look. | think striped pants and a t-shirt are the chic- 
est new look for running around town in this spring. Zara has the best selection of 
stripes at an affordable price point. 


DIOR NOT WAR! It may be a bit late to hope that 
peace, love and happiness will prevail in the world, but in 
the meantime designers have sent the fashion troops into 
action with Army Surplus Couture. From D&G by Dolce & 
Gabbana’s mix of camouflage and beachwear to D 
Squared’s flight jackets, you can be prepared to take on 
7| your day. It can be as simple as a camo print t-shirt from 
_| your favourite army surplus store (like Calgary’s amazing 
Crown Surplus or Camoflage in Vancouver) mixed with 
| cargo pants or jeans. Most sportswear designers have 
come up with their own version of the flight jacket or, for 
‘| some, the flight suit this season. It seems a bit ‘80s and really 
5 works for modern day life. For those who don’t like to 

/4| carry a bag there are numerous pockets to choose from. 

—— SS) The traditional colours of army green, khaki and beige are 
being mixed with a shot of red or orange. The lead singer of hip hop group The Roots 
wore a stunning four-pocket red leather jacket with a green t-shirt and camo print cargo 
pant recently—and it was hot! | love Jil Sander’s sophisticated take on army surplus: a 
snug, uniform-like jacket over a dark green shirt and pant. Hopefully, that waitlist is the 


only enlisting needed this spring! continued opposite 
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tilitari : With everyone 
driving SUV's ad running all over the 
world at the fastest speed possible, we all need comfortable, 
durable, practical clothes. Nonetheless, we mustn’t forget 
one other truly valuable factor: they should also be chic. This 
season, designers have hit on our urban needs by mixing 
tech-inspired clothes with our sweats and jeans. From Louis 
Vuitton by Marc Jacobs we saw nylon tech jackets, henleys 
and fitted sweatpant-like skinny ski underwear for the street. 
Zippered pants from D&G and Burberry are novel, as are the 
marvelous cuff-to-neckline, zippers-on-nylon-and-leather 
jackets at D Squared. It is a look that the Gap and Mountain 
Equipment Coop have been doing but with a new 
flair—Sporty Spice for 2003! 


from previous 


ashed Out: Worn, distressed, washed and treated fabrics are still around. It’s not 
just about jeans this time, though: linen, cotton and even tech 
fabrics are being stained, tinted, painted and dyed to create that 
vintage or worn look. Wear a washed cotton blazer with a 
vintage-looking rugby shirt and distressed denim jeans. A linen 
| suit and shirt seems less pristine and more fashionable when 
worn this way (Giorgio Armani does 
this well). Every major sportswear 
company has taken the processes that 
they have used on denim and experi- 
mented with other items. American |jF 
Eagle seems to distress everything these |; 
days, from cords and t-shirts to polo || 
= shirts and vintage-looking cowboy 
shirts. Be old is new again... in the best possible way. 


si -;: Who doesn’t want to hang about in Gucci's 
floral printed kimonos?! They're the ultimate in luxury. Actor 
Edward Norton was photographed in one recently and | can || 
just picture Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler strutting around on stage 
in one! Okay, maybe it won’t translate directly from the runway 
but those images and the Chinese dragon-embroidered silk 


FOLLOW THE RAINBOW TO T 


DAYS INN - CALGARY WEST 


Accomfortable, affordable hotel with full 


+ Free Hot Breakfast (American Plan 
¢ Free In Room Coffee and Tea 
EMeitce from Calgarys Mate Si 
and Downtown 

* Free Local Phone Calls 
¢ Training Seminars 

* Corporate Functions 

¢ Business Support Service 


BRING THIS AD WHEN CHECKING IN AND RECEIVE $10.00 IN 
DAYS INN - CALGARY WEST BUCKS TO BE USED IN OUR 
RESTAURANTS OR LOUNGE 


* Some restrictions apply 
1818 - 16th Avenue NW - Phone 403-289-1961 - Fax 403-289-3901 
Toll Free 1-800-661-9564 - 1-800-DAYS-INN 
www.daysinn.com 


bomber jackets from the collection will be knocked off into t-shirts and other items with 
Asian motifs. Zara has some splendid shirts with floral embroidery. Club Monaco has 
executed shirts in cherry blossom prints that make me want to re-read Memoirs of a 
Geisha. Giorgio Armani also explores Asian influence with frog closures, band-collared 
jackets and shirts done in linen and leather. Mr. Armani’s soft tailoring techniques suit 
this trend well. Prada accessorized with Hawaiian leis made of tie silk. With floral prints 
and bathing suit looks on the runway in both her signature collection and Miu Miu, Ms 
Prada took us to Polynesia—however, please promise me you won't buy into those ugly 
bathing suits that looked like diaper covers! American Eagle has more Hawaiian shirts 
on the market than the state itself probably does! This is a trend we will definitely see a 
lot of on the streets.A word to the wise, though: go vintage if you don’t want to “run 
into yourself” everywhere on the street and in the clubs. 


It seems that every season designers declare a 
| certain colour the “new black”. This season, that is almost impos- 
| sible to determine clearly, as colour has runs amok! White 
| predominates but tones of beige, sand, khaki and tobacco brown 
|| are proving to be quite popular as well. Petrol blues and soft 
| greys mix well with the neon brights of orange and citron (a 
| more acidic yellow), as do the army colours that | mentioned 
earlier. Of course, navy is always great for spring and black is 
| never, ever, going to stop being important. 


These trends can be intertwined and blended together to 
some degree, so use your personal 
style to adapt them into your 
wardrobe. Just don’t turn it into a bad |f 
runway version of a Girls Gone Wild 
video by becoming an overstyled and tarted-up fashion victim. |F 
Great style is never out of place—bad styling always is! W 


After working in the trenches of high-end retail for eleven 
years as a buyer and consultant, Steven Rozon has returned to 
university to pursue a degree in Communications. 
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APOLLO "FRIENDS IN SPORTS" 


PRESENTS 
CALGARY'S LARGEST COMMUNITY DANCE 


WESTERN CUP XXI DANCE 
THE CALGARY DOWNTOWN 


: Photography : 


WESTIN HOTEL 
320 4TH AVE SW 
SATURDAY APRIL 19 2003 


8:00pm 
TICKETS ON SALE AT BOYZTOWN, 


THE REKROOM, BACKLOT, MONEY PENNIES, 


THE EAGLE AND THE VERGE 


$15.00 UP TO APRIL 18TH 


$20.00 AT THE DOOR 


VISIT US ONLINE AT 


WWW .APOLLOCALGARY .COM 
OR 


CONTACT 


WESTERN.CUP. DANCE@APOLLOCALGARY.COM 
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403- 669 4484 
Calgary - Edmonton 


detriophoto@shaw.ca _ for all photographic services 


|) Location of BCBears Hairy 
Chest competition 

7) He was recently fired for using 
the “N-word” 

9) Buddies in Bad Times current 
artistic director 

11) Vancouver’s newest Empress 
16) Reviewed porno set in the 
Hollywood hills 

17) Participant in fetish 
documentary series: Mistress 


18) Paperny Films reality series 
or neck affliction 

19) Alluvial fan formation or 
Designing Women’s Burke 

20) This film just won Best 
Picture at the Oscars 

22) New Democrats’ previous 
leader (surname) 

23) This men’s fashion trend is 
right on the line 

24) Brunch, birds or a certain 
bunny have these in common 
26) Don’t You Wish? model or 
type of blue bird 

27) Diversity website creator in 
Calgary 

28) Gay Games 2006's Jean- 
Francois or sparkling water 

29) Letter writer “Moqui” calls 
Edmonton's mayor by this name 
Down 

2) I'm Supposed to be and 
Other Stories 

3) Acronym for website 
monitoring Calgary Police Service 


for all life styles! 
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clues & words by Outlooks staff 


answers on page 39 
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4) Controversial Bowling for 
Columbine director 

5) Surname of brothers in Carnal 
Intentions 

6) “Canada’s most famous 
transsexual”: Nina 

8) Name of bunny on cover or 
type of New Zealand fruit 

10) Jack Herman & Robert 
Turnbull were honoured for 
working on this Vancouver 
project 

11) Host city for the 2006 Gay 
Games 

12) Jack Layton’s wife 


i“ HEEREAEEO 
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13) MP Svend or actress Edna 
Jean (page 12) 

14) Not the Ides of March but 
the of March 

15) Freddy counsels a “patient” 
about this show 

19) Creator of the play and film 
Sordid Lives 

21) Vancouver Centre MP in 
attendance at Vancouver's 
coronation 

25) Author who was once hauled 
away to Metropolitan Hospital 
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Book 


By David Crosson 


I’m Supposed to be Crazy 
and Other Stories 


By John Grube 
Dartington Press 


Pye always been a big fan of the 
“common thread”. Whether it’s a recurring 
detail in a book or comedian reintroducing 
an element of a good joke from five “bits” 
ago, the peaks and troughs of linear story- 
telling are always a source of enjoyment. It 
was little wonder, then, that | found myself 
flying through John Grube’s I’m Supposed to 
be Crazy and Other Stories, a collection that 
is more tapestry than book. Using specific 
characters and periods in history, Grube 
paints a compelling picture of the world of 
politics—social, sexual and, of course, the 
merely political. 

Using a single family as his springboard, 
Grube takes the reader on a journey, but 
not in the traditional sense of storytelling. 
Rather, Grube’s characters pop-up in 
various situations and locations where the 
reader just happens to be, carefully 
constructed “chance” encounters that at 
once inform and entertain. That some of 
the elements within the book mirror 
aspects of the author's own quite colourful 
life is merely a surprising—and effec- 
tive—bonus. 


In the first story, “1938”, we are intro- 
duced to Gordon and Patricia Macintosh, a 
free-thinking couple that shares an open 
marriage and a taste for radical politics. 
Also present is their young son, Mac, and 
Patricia's lover Scott, an aspiring political 
activist who is on his way to help the 
Communists fight General Franco in Spain. 
The early part of the tale is set against a 


political convention in which Gordon, 
Patricia and Scott are participating; part 
exposition, part commentary, the passages 
devoted to the shell game of opportunistic 
maneuvering are a delight to read. 


The second story, “Geoffrey”, is all about 
encounters—for reader and characters 
alike. It offers a reunion of sorts, as we 
once again come face-to-face with Gordon 
and Patricia’s son Mac, now in his twenties 
and teaching at the University of Victoria. 
While attending a garden party at Trinity 
College, his alma mater, sexually blossoming 
Mac meets Geoffrey, scion of a prominent 
Toronto family. The two embark on a 
heated clandestine tryst, Mac’s first with an 
older, established gentleman. The dynamic 
between the two is dramatic and disturbing 
and possesses the kind of uncomfortable 
sparkle one might associate with the love 
that dared not speak its name—at least not 
too loudly in “polite” company. Grube 
traces the development of this May- 
December relationship from giddy start to 
its inevitable (and painful) end, a process 
that is as gratifying as it is emotionally 
gruelling 


The collection’s title story “I’m Supposed 
to be Crazy”, is the one that directly refers 
to experiences in the author’s life. In the 
winter of 1969, John Grube, then a 
professor of English at Trinity University, 
was forcibly hauled away to Metropolitan 
Hospital for the part he played in a student 
protest over the dismissal of a colleague. 
On the page, Grube’s struggle is repre- 
sented by Mac—Gordon and Patricia's son 
and Geoffrey's former lover. The account is 
chillingly real, another testament to Grube’s 
ability to step back and report on events 
with a peculiar brand of emotion-inspiring 
objectivity, even more remarkable in this 
case because the story is his own. By tale’s 
end, the reader is almost forced to cheer as 
the events reach a temporary conclu- 
sion—after all, life goes on. And so, too, did 
John Grube. 


The link to the “family of characters” 
continues in the next story with a gay 
activist named Scott—the “junior” of 
Patricia Macintosh’s lover from “1938”. 
“Raid” is an account of the police campaign 
against Toronto’s gay bathhouses in 198] 
and the eventual public opinion victory that 
resulted for the community. Full of intrigue, 
emotion and back-room dealings on both 
sides, “Raid” is like a miniature spy novel, 
complete with romantic entanglements, 
moles and double agents. It would be a 
more comfortable escapist read, however, 
were it not based on very unpleasant truth. 


The final story in the collection, “Year of 
the Snake”, features Steve, first seen as an 
undercover police officer in “Raid”, now 
investigating a possible murder at the art 
college he attends. | must admit, with a 
deadline looming | nearly skipped Grube’s 
final (and most compelling) story. What a 
mistake that would have been. “Year of the 
Snake” is tight and tense, an exploration of 
manipulative forces in, out and above the 
worlds of art, education, commerce and 


cultural identity. It is by far the most chilling 
and engaging story in the book—no small 
feat given the “competition” in the other 
three. 


As an author, Grube boasts a lean, clean 
writing style that seamlessly blends imagi- 
nation and experience, character and 
commentary. His descriptive passages, 
though spare, evoking vividly the people in 
places he seeks to share with the reader; it 
is an enviable economy of exposition that 
seems particularly fresh in an industry 
dominated by ham-handed, adjective-heavy 
pulp fiction. Even if you are not one to zip 
enthusiastically through a book once 
enticed by a writer's style, John Grube’s I’m 
Supposed to be Crazy and Other Stories is a 
page-turner no matter what your pace or 
schedule. With its short story structure, it 
is the perfect diversion for a sunny spring 
afternoon in the park or even holiday 
reading. It is also highly recommended. 
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Claddagh House B&B Inn 


A delightful Victoria, BC B&B 


/ The Flags - Kelowna | 


Gay B&B with the pleasures ty 
of a resort 
swimming pool ae e 
| hot tub 7, SN 


sauna 
clothing optional 


close to ski slopes 
open all year 
huge breakfasts 
warm hospitality 


oe de dt) 


reserve toll-free: For more info visit: 
1-866-762-8184 \ eww. victoriabc-bedandbreakfast.com 


: www.the-flags.org ‘ pe oe or call: 


email: welcome@the-flags.org ie yp Toll-Free 1-877-377-2816 


Birkenhead Resort 


Birken, BC 


 « Hop On Into Birken 


_ A Peacetul Place 
for the Peaceful Kind & 


PREP TIO 


~RIDEAU INN 


| Vernon Bridge 
177 Frank St. Just off Eigin St. 


REA 
Downtown OTTAWA Gay owned and aperated . Open all year 
Full breakfast served 


Jim Cuibert Proprietor 


§) A Village B&B 
110 McGill St 
Toronto 
416-351-1503 
877-580-5015 

Email megillbb@interlog.com 
www.incgillbb.ca 
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Local to Charlottetown 651-2202 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-268-7005 


www.rideauinn,ca 
e-mail: megillbb@interlog. com 
Toll-free: 1-877-580-5601 5 


CANADAS FINEST ALL MALE HOTEL 


42 ROOM HOTEL 


C*RH OF STomersed 


Victorian Elegance 


in the Heart of Ottawa AIR-CONDITIONED SAUNA . STEAM 
PRIVATE BATHROOMS JACUZZI 
TELEVISION . VIDEOS COMMUNAL SHOWERS 
BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES ROOFTOP TERRACE 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ‘Az ER GE BAR . GARDEN . PATIO 


Well even-cook 
you breakfast! 
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LUCIEN- GuY- 
LALLIER 33 = CONCORDIA 


wwe. auxbergeslca 


i K con 
ACUTE EUR: G eel Cie NubR EB NaD Le Nee PERTH MANOR HERITAGE INN 


| em erie eis mes 2 § 1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL H3G 2H1 (514) 918-9393 (800) 668-6253 [ay = ~ pene Tecstey 


online reservations 
now available 


(613) 236-9309 hmanor.com 


visit our website at www.innonsomerset.com 
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By John Ayres 2 


*Great location 
- 20 min walk to downtown. Gym. bars & restaurants 
less than 10 min walk. 


“Oooh, you like that, dontcha Canada?” 


Apparently the answer to that question is yes—at least if 
you're talking about the reality series Kink. One of 
Showcase network's biggest hits, this small screen (but 
never small-minded) exploration of sexual subversion 
just entered its second season with a whole new cast 
of “characters” and, well, kink. With a location 
change to Toronto (season one focused on 
Vancouver’s sexual underground), the Paperny 
Films-produced series once again sets its 
sights on the fantastic and fetishistic. And, if 
'’ some of the first episodes are any indication, voyeuristic viewers are in for a real treat. 


your Business Trip 
to * All guest rooms have ensuite (private) baths 
~ most Calgary gay owned B&B's have shared bathrooms. 


*Free Off-Street Paved Parking. 
algar e 
sd y * All guest rooms with FREE High-Speed 


Internet connection, movie channels & 


without paying excessive corporate rates 
several 24hr news channels. 


*All rooms with desk, telephone, iron, 


hairdryer & entertainment centre. 


*Free access to Guest's Computer Station 


soe 
ee 


with High-Speed Internet. 


Among the featured players this time out are: a straight yet somewhat twisted couple 
. from the ‘burbs; a she-male diva; a “junior” dungeon master; a mother of three with a 
( gay husband; a professional dominatrix; and a pair of bisexual female “switches”. 

Confused? You won’t be—Kink and company are geared up and ready to answer all 
your questions, not to mention a few of their own. 


EE ReSL GET EnIe ee Care ere | Complimentary Full Breakfast & Newspapers. 


Gavyvwestways.com *Great Service from your Hosts - 
216 - 25 Ave SW Jonathon & Graham. 


= 


= 


SON 


Calgary, Alberta *Enjoy our luxury Hot Tub. 


Episode one introduces the audience to novices Lynda and Karel as they introduce 
themselves to (or at least get better acquainted with) the wonderful world of bent 
desire. An outwardly typical example of Mr.and Mrs. Front Porch, this het couple from 
Peterborough, Ontario, goes about their exploration of kink with almost childlike 
abandon, a sight that is at once endearing and entertaining. While shopping for a flogger 
in a subsequent episode, Lynda hikes up her pale blue sundress and offers her bare 
haunches to husband Karel for a test drive. He, in turn, gleefully obliges and the two 
share a few laughs and 
comments as casually as 
they would picking out a 
_ lamp or a coffee table. 
| Their “coming out” excur- 
sion to a fetish event in the 
big, bad city is equally 
» sweet, with the pair making 
quite a few new 
friends—and discoveries— 
along the way. 
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Vancouver, Canada 


Vancouver’ Only Exclusively 
Gay B&B Guesthouse for 
Discriminating Men 


Info Line : 604-420-6367 
Email: iley@shaw.ca <, ; already familiar with 
anada’s most famous » , 

htt: /Avwww.gayousiness.ca Transexual” Nia hirconaule Canada’s most famous 

Clothing Opti transsexual” Nina Arsenault, are 

. sure to fall in love with her over 

the course of the series. Already well-known as an on-air personality for PrideVision, 

Arsenault brings another dimension to the show by offering a frank and engaging look 

: i at her unique experiences with transgenderism, as well as more universal issues like 

: i : aE ome erie : personal identity and the search for love. Funny, flirtations and possessing the most 

We don't need to tell you fabulous knockers money can buy, Nina is the ultimate It Girl (though never an “‘it”) for 
the modern age. 
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No more nor less a woman, though equally captivating, is Mistress Demonika, a 
professional dominatrix who shares elements of both her personal and professional life 
with Kink’s all-seeing cameras. At turns sweet and sadistic, Demonika is the kind of gal 
you'd love to have with you in a crisis—or, better still, out of one. She and partner 
Robin Black (the eminently entertaining front man for the band Robin Black and the 
Intergalactic Rock Stars) are the perfect modern power couple and an inspiration to 
watch—what J-Lo and Ben would be if they weren’t both such a waste of skin. 


BED & BREAKFAST =§ —_ a If episodes one and two can be used as a kind of lascivious litmus test for the balance 
si of the series, Kink is off to a flying start. As with the inaugural season, and the later 
series Singles, Paperny films’ strength lies in the collective filmmakers’ ability to remain 
neutral and unobtrusive, offering a glimpse at another world for some (if not most) 
Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B . who would never even consider venturing in. This low-key approach helps relax the 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 participants and let them be themselves—’warts and all” as the rather unpleasant 
d.com expression goes. The result is a show that is as informative as it is entertaining, more 
wy fact-fest than freak show and yet still loads of lighthearted fun. Director Noam Gonick 

AEN 

4 


an interview) also turns up in the credits as one of Kink’s field producers—a sure sign 
that, if nothing else, the series will not shy away from anything other than the boring 
and conventional. Kink premiered March 28 on the Showcase network as part of its 
“Fridays Without Borders” programming; check your local listings for air times in your 
region or log on to www.showcase.ca for further information. W 
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(whose film Hey, Happy was reviewed in the February ‘03 issue of Outlooks, along with 
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Rabbits know best 


COLLECTIVE GAZE 


By Laura Beazley 


Our world has run amok lately. The dissent and unrest has spun a web of angst from 
sea to sea; a haunting, fearful paradigm that has morphed its way into the course of our 
daily lives. Yet April is finally here and blooming pale buds are changing the hue of a 
wintered landscape from grey to green. The air is fresh with mud and fat spring worms 
and, in the ghetto, musky pheromones abound. After a winter unlike any other, it is hard 
to believe that spring has at last arrived. My mother, though, has excitedly informed me 
of the first robin on her green suburban lawn. She ardently insists that a robin is the most 
reliable source and leaves short messages on all the families’ voicemails announcing 
nothing more than; “First sign of spring, sweeties, robin redbreast, robin bloody 
redbreast.” 


When an unkempt man on the subway bellows just one word repeatedly, “amore, 
amore”, for all to hear | am_ infinitely 
convinced of spring's virtual arrival. He 
bellows again, “Amore to all’’ Some 
passengers glare. Most avert their eyes. | 
smile a somewhat mad and crazy grin 
which inspires the unkempt opera man. 
Throwing his arms to either side he 
breaks into a decidedly off-key version of 
O Mio Bambino Caro. Swinging his hips 
back and forth he slowly ambles towards 
me. The subway doors open in the nick of 
time and | escape the singing maestro. 


a Not in the least offended, he waves good- 
J bye and blows me a kiss. 


e Spring is the season for love, after all, 
= and the reigning cliché, “when you least 
expect it” has taken its due course with 


me. Just when | had decided that | could be happy 
solo it bloody well swooped in and knocked me off 
my feet. | suppose no matter how much we may convince ourselves otherwise, we all 
secretly yearn for that intoxicating feeling of those first moments when we meet 
somebody and it actually ‘clicks’. | have friends for whom this seems to be a readily occur- 
ring event. They fall in and out of love faster than seems humanly possible, springing from 
one to another with not a breath in between. | have often contemplated their high- 
velocity relationship settings, perhaps slightly jealous that, for me, love had chosen to 
remain an elusive mirage. Until now. The very fact that | am walking three inches off the 
ground on a warm April day somehow diminishes all angst that may be descending upon 
us. 


gy 


A source of seasonal 
inspiration 


Spring reminds us how connected we actually are to the earth. As flowers bloom and 
rabbits screw madly we follow suit. Our hormones are instinctively tuned into overdrive. 
It had obviously hit the singing maestro. Falling in love, connecting with another being is 
a sublime experience. So,too, is sex. Just take a walk down Church Street on any warm 
April day—the street fairly throbs with the first pulse of spring’s descent. It is fraught with 
anticipation. Tight t-shirts, stylish sunglasses and sandals that expose gnarly toes have 
been pulled from winter hibernation. The air is weighted with sex, as though an electric 
wire has fallen from above. Single friends are subconsciously gearing up looking for love 


or lust or whatever their preference may be. Couples blissfully hold hands swaggering 
down the street reveling in the security and bliss of their sacred coupledom. 


| exit the subway car still smiling. My new girl is waiting for me, a smile as crazed as 
mine pasted across her face. As we walk along the street holding hands | am certain | can 
hear Louis Armstrong singing, What a Wonderful World. We are brunching for a friend’s 
birthday... all heads turn in one unified motion as we enter the restaurant. It’s a new thing 
for them this picture of me with someone else. The birthday boy sits at the end of the 
table beaming as presents are dropped at his side. He turns to his partner and demands 
a kiss. One is not enough and he demands another. His partner rolls his eyes in mock 
disapproval and then plants a big one on the grinning birthday boy. There is laughter all 
around. From our table we can watch the activity on the street; large flocks of men have 
descended upon Church while smaller flocks of women appear sporadically throughout. 
My single friends at the brunch table keep watch over the unceasing parade of “poten- 
tials”. 

| watch the scene unfold as though | were not really there; as though | were watching 
a Woody Allen flick curled up in bed on a Sunday afternoon. Around me sit a circle of 
good people and beside me a beautiful woman. The blush of green on the trees and the 


promise of warm summer months stretched 
before us have created an ebullient mood. jf GENERAL LAW 
PRACTICE 


Everyone seems indubitably happy. A wash of 

peace passes over me—that’s what spring is 

all about: love and simple pleasures. When } F 

peace seems an imaginary concept to the re ona Sora 
world we live in these days, love in April Bence oer aliilae 
seems like a damn good remedy to me. If } Real Estate & Mortgages 
love isn’t close at hand I'd definitely take a Wills & Estates 
moment to do what the rabbits do. One 
doesn’t often hear of dissent amongst the 
rabbits... they must have figured something 
right! W 


Same-Sex Issues 


BRUCE E. WALKER 
LAW OFFICE 


Barristers & Solicitors 
Notaries Public 


Laura Beazley is a Toronto writer; she can be 
contacted by e-mail at: laur.b@sympatico.ca 


Web Site: www.bwalkerlaw.com 
Email: b walker @bwalkerlaw.com 


(416) 961-7451 


Suite 205- 65 Wellesley St. East 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1G7 


TORONTO'S ORIGINAL : 
LEATHER/ DENIM CRUISE BAR 
: 457 CHURCH STREET - 416 413 1218 . 


OPEN 2PM TO 2AM 

2 FULL SERVICE BARS — 
WEEKLY EVENTS 
‘YEAR ROUND PATIO — 
MAK VIDEOS 


- _/MTIED UP 
"THIS WEEKEND. 


|—§ ONES WEEL.L.COw Et A EBESESAT'E” eericrmance theatre presents: 


Iwister’d sister seekss Trailer Court Mam... 


LORNADOMAG NET 


A PE oO | -422.0O323 Al THE BIG SECRET THEATRE 


Sometimes it's hard to not be a woman: A Salute to Trailer Court Women. Performed by Darrin Hagen * Directed by Chris Graddock 
TicketMaster: 403.299.8888 Information: 403.264.3224 www.OYR.orG 


SS du Maurier Arts 
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IN THE NEWS 


Policing the police 


Following the February hearing on the Goliath’s raid in Calgary, seven concerned 
citizens met to create some preventive measures on future discrimination. Calgary 
professor Bruce Freeman is one of them, and the meeting kick-started Calgary's new 
Diversity in Society Coalition (DISC). 

“Much of this stemmed out of the community itself,” says Freeman. “‘In trying to formu- 
late a response to the raid, a lot of the response was ‘I don’t go to the baths, why should 
| be concerned?’ We saw that it wasn’t just a bathhouse issue. The police went back 
twenty years [to Toronto’s raids] to associate this with the criminal code, and these things 
are the result of a bigger awareness: the progress that we’ve made is very tenuous.” 


DISC could be formally known as the Goliath’s Raid Response Team (their defense fund 
has assisted with legal costs for individuals in the trial). Recognizing the group's strengths 
(including Freeman’s own expertise in socio-cultural anthropology), its mission will 
extend beyond the gay community to facilitate an equal social, legal and political environ- 
ment for all minorities whose rights have been violated. 


For now, DISC’s website is its main source of communication (the site currently details 
the Goliath’s raid and DISC’s mandate). The coalition remains focused on Goliath’s 
defense fund, as well as one of Freeman's biggest concerns: better education within the 
higher echelons of Calgary’s police force. 


“There seems to be a strong relation between education and tolerance,” says Freeman. 


“The Bruner Report which came out of the Toronto police raids in 1981 recommended 
the establishment of a police liaison committee, and the report was important for 
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recommending education within the 
police force. But education isn’t an 
organizational goal for the Calgary 
police, and it’s been mentioned that 
high-ranking officials who aren't ¢ 
involved in day-to-day practice are 
hard to reach on these issues.” 


Freeman hit a brick wall himself 
while researching the educational 
backgrounds of Calgary’s police 
chief and officials. He is currently 
resorting to the Access to 
Information Act to obtain further 


_ ES 
information on police training and Participants in the University of Calgary’s lecture 
its potential gaps. ‘ 


on cultural diversity; (from left) Allan Frawley of 
Simon Fraser, Bruce Freeman, Ashlee Petrucci 
and Sue Genest, all of the University of Calgary 


“We're trying to find the inherent 
problems,” says Freeman, “but if the 
higher levels of the police do not buy 
into goals such as better education in 
the force, it’s not going to be the new recruits that can make the change.” 


Freeman recently hosted a multi-speaker lecture on cultural diversity at the University 
of Calgary, which in turn will participate at EGALE’s Montréal conference later this year. 
Recognizing Calgary is not alone in its efforts, Freeman believes a more united exchange 
on the topic will provide the best results. 


“Ideally, we want to address acts of indecency within the criminal code,” says Freeman. 
“But we also want changes in the police act, with civilian review rather than internal 
review, so that police are accountable to citizens as opposed to being accountable to 
themselves.” W 


DISC’s website is now operational (beta mode) at http://diversityinsociety.ca. 
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Gearing up for the Games 


By Brad Malmberg 


OUTPOST MONTREAL 


The stated purpose of the Federation of the Gay Games may be to promote the self- 
respect of gays and lesbians throughout the world, but when Montréal welcomes the 
world in July 2006, for the Seventh edition of the Gay Games, it’s also going to be one hell 
of a party. In terms of participants, the Gay Games are the largest sporting event ever 
held—close to 24, 000 people are expected to participate in 2006. Compare that to its 
beginning in 1982, when 1,600 international athletes came to San Francisco to compete. 
This time, as many as 2.7 million attendees to the events are expected to visit /a belle 
province, generating $200 million in economic returns. 


Montréal is exactly the kind of city that is positioned to host the most spectacular 
Games yet. The Games committee already has support from all three levels of govern- 
ment—the federal and provincial 
governments have each 
committed to providing $1 
| million, and the City of Montréal 
has committed the same value in 
services. Then, there is the city’s 
; inclusive and tolerant atmosphere, 
f and the province's progressive civil 
union laws. 


“We have technical reasons, 
_ too,” says Jean-Francois Perrier, 
~ Communications and Media 
Relations Manager. “The facilities 
are sitting basically on a metro station. 
The overall cost of coming to Montréal is 
cheaper than all of the American cities. 
And we have had a very stable team since 
the very beginning of the process.” For these reasons, Montréal’s organising committee 
was able to get government commitment very early on, which in turn became an impor- 
tant factor in being chosen as the host city over bids from Atlanta, Chicago and Los 
Angeles. 


ek 


Jean-Francois Perrier “ramps up” 
Montréal’s sites for members of the 
Federation of Gay Games _ selections 
committee. 


There is a lot riding on Montréal’s success. The 2002 Games in Sydney were a finan- 
cial failure, a circumstance this city is determined not to repeat. “They were very late 
getting focused on their organization. After they won, they lost a year in getting started, 
because they didn’t have the money they needed at the very beginning,” explains Perrier. 
A delegation of thirty-eight went to Sydney to observe, take notes and confer with organ- 
izers there, and have already launched into several initiatives a full three-and-a-half years 
before the Games, such as securing sponsorship from the private sector. “The progress 
is good—we still have six months to go to see how it goes or change the strategy,’ he 
continues. “ We are also working on a Plan B and a Plan C; what if there are less 
visitors—what can we cut, how can we scale down the event? Instead of a whole budget 
of $20 million, maybe the Games will cost $15 million, or $12 million. We don’t want a 
deficit for this city.” 


Another big challenge for Montréal 2006 is to increase the visibility of the Games, 
including national broadcasting of the opening ceremonies. It’s not like we need recogni- 
tion from the non-gay world, but it would be nice to bring everyone together in a celebra- 
tion of diversity that not only includes gays and lesbians, but is initiated by them. That is 
something the city and the organizing committee have taken to heart. 


“Montréal has been very smart—they have a long term vision, and a long term strategy. 
It has a culture that embraces gay . 
events,” explains Mark Tewskbury, \ [ 
Honorary Co-President, who Lif 
moved to Montréal from Toronto 
specifically to work on this project. 
“If I’m complaining that these ® 
worlds aren’t integrated, then I’ve 
got to do something to integrate 
them.” 


Outreach is also an important 
initiative of Montréal 2006, Lap 
enabling athletes from disadvan- 
taged or oppressed communities of the world who 
wouldn’t otherwise have the opportunity to join 


“We got the games!” 
An ebulliant Mark Tewksbury 
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the celebration. Their target is a minimum of 500 participants, including those who are 
physically challenged, living with HIV or AIDS, indigenous, or transgendered, among 
others. That, along with finding accommodation for 24,000 athletes and cultural partici- 
pants, hiring forty more full-time staff, coordinating 3,000 volunteers, and securing several 
major private sponsors, is going to keep the Montréal 2006 team busy, to say the least, 
over the next three-and-a-half years. And, of course, ensuring that a great time is had by 
all. 

So what can Canadians do to help? “Get out there and join those sports teams!” 
Tewksbury says. “And clear your calendar for July 29 to August 5, 2006, for one of the 
biggest, splashiest, most exhilarating celebrations this country has ever seen. There are 
just no words to describe the feeling you'll get when a stadium full of gays and lesbians 
erupts in thunderous applause as athletes from across the globe begin their march down 
the field.” 


Vv 
Visit www.montreal2006.org for more information. 


Brad Malmberg is an ex-Vancouverite and Calgarian who now lives in Montreal. 
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HOROSC 


OPE 


Try not to act foolish this April when a couple of heavenly orbs will change course. Jupiter 
will redirect on the 4th while Mercury will retrograde on the 26th. All in all, though, count 
on happy endings when Mars will spark some big changes and Venus will highlight our good 
points around the 22nd. Hey, you only need one good point! 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Do pals and playtime mix this April? Ask rowdy Mars and direct jolly Jupiter to shake (or 
stir) your cocktail as the waves of the social swirl lap at your thighs—gay Rams will be 
popularity-plus this month! But April fools and their money will be soon parted when 
Mercury retrogrades on the 26th. Are you buying a pig in a poke? My advice: avoid the 
former, strive for the latter. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


You will have the pink Bull by the horns (or are you the pink Bull by the horns?) this April 
when the Sun will shimmy into your sign on the 2Ist and increase your already ample 
charisma. But will you put a hoof in your mouth when Mercury retrogrades on the 26th? 
Thank the stars that Venus will shine a flattering pink light on you and Mars will make you a 
mover and shaker. Move and shake this, pal! 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Life will be one big, gay adventure when Jupiter redirects and amplifies your whispers to 
a shout after the 4th. As the month progresses, your missives will take on even greater 
range, thanks to loud, proud Mars. Queer Twins can charm the masses but save their 
sweetest bon mots for a select few. Venus suggests that you can open more flies with honey 
after the 23rd... 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Expect some miscommunication among friends when Mercury redirects on the 26th. 
Meanwhile, most of April can be used to expand your professional opportunities and set 
plans in motion. Venus will insure that they reach their intended mark after the 23rd. Pink 
Crabs may find that sex costs a bit more in April because of Jupiter and Mars. Are you 
getting your money’s worth? 


LEO (QULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 


Proud Lions can regain their confidence and social dominance when Jupiter redirects on 
the 4th but as April advances, you may find that your surging popularity is at odds with 
relationship needs. Share and share alike, lover, or Mars will tip your loveboat on the 22nd. 
Generous gay Lions will get to dance around the maypole next month. Stingy gay Lions will 
have to ask, “may |?” 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


April will start off with a bang, so don’t let it end with a whimper, queer Virgin. The Sun 
will stimulate your travel bug and take you on fabulous journeys after the 2Ist., but retro 
Mercury may steer you off-course after the 26th so check and re-check your itinerary. 
While you plan to land in Palm Springs, your bags may wind up in Scranton. Ah, but will you 
need underwear anyway? 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


Gay Libras will strive for balance and harmony and most of April will give you just that. 
But, as the Sun ambles into Taurus on the 2!st and Mercury retrogrades on the 26th, diplo- 
macy will take a back seat. You want what you want now! Mars and Jupiter will turn up the 
volume and beam your plaintive (albeit incorrect) message to the immediate universe. Who 
loves ya baby? You'll soon see... 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Just when you thought you would be relegated to the corporate dungheap, Jupiter will 
redirect on the 4th and pluck you from the pile. Bask in the glory while you can queer 
Scorp; April will deliver quite a few professional points. But,as Mercury retrogrades on the 
26th, you may find that partners will become bored with the endless tales of your prowess. 
Quit bragging and start shagging! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Take a walk on the Wilde side this April, proud Archer—there will be adventure around 
every corner when Jupiter redirects and tickles your travelling feet. Explore a few nooks 
and crannies, but save your best efforts for the end of the month when Mars and Venus will 
give you a megaphone for your mania. Party on, party hound; you'll charm the entire pack. 
What a change of pace! 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Try to be limber and flexible this April when a redirecting Jupiter offers you ample oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate your acrobatic skills. Lovers will come by the dozens (ahem!) and 
that ain’t bad! But beware retrograde Mercury around the 26th, which will have pink Caps 
spewing hot garlic breath on any fine romance. Hey—they say actions speak louder and 
prouder than words, anyway. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


Aqueerians will ache to make their mark this April as Mars and Venus pulls them out of 
the chorus and onto centre stage. You'll have an appreciative audience thanks to direct 
Jupiter. However, refrain from gunning your motor-mouth in front of assorted relations 
during the Mercury retrograde; there is no reason to give them a piece of your mind when 
they relegate it to the closet. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


While it may not sound very exciting, April will offer you better working conditions and 
extra oomph for your in- and out-box. Guppies can get things done thanks to direct Jupiter, 
increase their earnings thanks to Venus and conquer their hidden enemies thanks to Mars. 
But don’t spill the beans, pal: retro Mercury will put a large foot in your kisser after the 26th. 
Such a sight! 


© 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam is the author of 
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Buddies still blossoming 


By Rick Matthews 


Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is unique, & 
not just because it is the world’s largest gay, 
lesbian and queer theatre company, but & 
because it’s an artistic chameleon. It has § 
grown, changed and adapted along with the 
queer community it strives to represent. 
And they must be doing something fie 
right—next year the Toronto theatre & ie 
company will celebrate twenty-five years of 
innovative production. , : = 
Buddies in Bad Times 
Theatre in Toronto’s gay 
Village 


When the company first began in 1979, 
Buddies’ founding Artistic Director, the 
outspoken Sky Gilbert, focused on fostering a sense of 
gay and lesbian culture in Toronto. During very different 
sociological times, Buddies gave the queer experience a dramatic voice. Today, the 
company continues to forge ahead and, although its focus may have broadened, the core 
of the theatre remains the same as when it began. 


“Our philosophy is to question assumptions and to celebrate differences,” says Jim 
LeFrancois, Development and Communications Director for the company. “And we're 
trying to make our audiences do that, too.” Taking into consideration that subscriptions 
to the theatre have jumped from thirty-seven during the ‘98/99 season to 500 this 
season, it seems the audience is enjoying the new focus of David Oiye, Buddies’ Artistic 
Director. 


Under Oiye’s guidance, the company is going global—as he works on presenting more 
multicultural and international work—and becoming less “Toronto-centric”. If Oiye gets 
his wish, Buddies will also continue to move from being a “...presentation-based theatre 
to one with a strong focus on creation.” Many of his efforts as artistic director have gone 
into continuing to nurture emerging playwrights and fledgling productions through 
programs like the Ante Chamber playwrights’ workshop and The Rhubarb Festival. Yet, 
one of Oiye’s most notable achievements, since taking the reigns in 1999, is his commit- 
ment to providing a source of education and creativity for queer youth. 


Inside a dark and dramatically lit basement office inside Buddies, the faces of Oiye and 
LeFrancois light up when the topic of discussion moves to The Summer Youth Arts 
Programme. Their passion and commitment to the project, which first began in ‘99, is 
conveyed by the energetic way they both talk about the program—and it’s not because 
it makes the company a lot of money. In fact, the project doesn’t generate any revenue 
for Buddies and costs them $45,000 each summer to operate. But the group collectively 
decided that, with or without a direct source of funding, the program had to stay because 
they believe its function is too important. 


Each summer, Buddies invites twelve queer youth to join the company for two months. 
It’s an ideal opportunity for them to learn about the history of Toronto’s GLBT commu- 
nity, while being paid an honorarium for their contribution to the theatre. “These guys 
really keep us on our toes,” says LeFrancois. Ultimately, the participating youth create a 
“collective theatre creation” to be shown at the end of August. Their work is a culmina- 
tion of what they’ve learned and experienced—and the results are often diverse. 
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“The show's entirely up to them,” says LeFrancois. 
“We just provide the framework.” With this guided 
support the youth have had the chance to spread their 
creative wings and have, in previous years, put 
together everything from historic walking tours 
around Toronto’s Gay Village to staged re-enactments 
of homophobic confrontations in back alleys. “It’s a 
chance for them to connect with the community in a 
meaningful way other than through the bars.” 


That opportunity to meaningfully connect with the 
surrounding gay culture may, however, go unnoticed by 
the younger crowd who flock to the theatre—which 
becomes a bar every weekend—to dance instead of 
seeing a new performance. And even though 
Buddies’ moonlighting as a hip nightclub Buddies in Bad Times Artistic 
provides needed revenue for the govern- Director David Oiye 
ment-subsidized theatre, it may cloud the 
public’s perception of the legitimate artistic 
work that occurs there. Oiye, however, is 
quick to point out that Buddies is a theatre 
first and a bar second. 


But all of this functional ambivalence likely 
won't matter much to the queer youth living 
in smaller communities throughout Ontario, 
where projects like The Summer Youth 
Programme rarely, if ever, exist for them. 
However, with Buddies recently broadening 
its reach to cities as far north as North Bay |} 
(which is about four hours outside of |} 
Toronto), opportunity may soon come 
knocking—and provide them with the chance 
to spend a summer exploring the big city. 
And if they aren’t too busy learning or 
creating over the eight weeks, chances are 
these teens will witness the chameleon-like 
nature of Buddies in Bad Times for 
themselves. W 
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A Blick Comedy 
About White Trash q 


“It's A Hoot!” 
Barren agree? 


Directed by: Del Shores 
From: Fox Home Ent. 


Running Time: | 11 minutes 
Release Date: 2003 


Del Shores’ film Sordid Lives, a “black 
comedy about white trash”, is sixty-one 
minutes of spectacular frivolity and fun. 
Problem is, the running time on this 
recent video/DVD release is a sum total 
of 111 minutes. Nonetheless, given that 
this comedy scores highly in the ratio of 
laughs to length and features a number of 
memorable, genuinely funny moments, a 
good deal can be forgiven. The bottom 
line is that when Sordid Lives succeeds, it 
does so on an epic level. 


Adapted from his wildly successful 
stage play of the same name (it was a 
must-see during its run at 
Theatre/Theater in L.A.) Sordid Lives is 
the tale of ‘love gone wrong’ on a 
number of different levels. To make a 
not-so-long-but-rather-convoluted-story 
short, the plot revolves around a Texas 
family’s attempt to deal with the loss of 
its matriarch—after she trips over her 
adulterous lover’s detached wooden legs 
in a sleazy motel room and suffers a 
brain hemorrhage. That’s the short 
version. The long version—namely Sordid 
Lives—features a far greater range of 
characters and complications than could 
ever be precis’d onto a video box or 
DVD cover. Quite simply, it just has to 
be seen to be believed (and, yes, that 
includes minutes sixty-two through II 1). 


Entering a cinema armed with the 
knowledge that this film was a stage 
adaptation would likely not have made a 


difference for most audiences: several 
“signposts” in the action make this fact 
abundantly clear. Sadly, these episodes 
are also the basis of the movie’s greatest 
shortcomings. Take, for example, a 
barroom melée with a trio of good ol’ 
boys and two drunken women on a 
Thelma & Louise-like rampage; in the 
wide-open spaces of a theatre, I’m sure 
the scene was hilarious, but in the 
confined context of a movie it feels 
forced and far too drawn out to be truly 


effective. Likewise, the arrival of the 
family’s black (or “pink”) sheep at the 
funeral finalé would have worked 


marvelously with the immediacy of live 
theatre, but given the mechanics of the 
film, this potentially fabulous encounter 
merely brings the story to a reluctant 
close. Pity, too, for the character in 
question is one of the greatest gay 
confections to hit a movie screen since 
Harvey Fierstein’s Arnold Beckoff in 
Torch Song Trilogy. 


Actor Leslie Jordan (best-known to 
current television audiences as the catty 
Beverley Leslie on Will & Grace) should 
be given an Oscar in every category for 
his performance as Earl “Brother Boy” 
Ingram. In stocking cap and a bucketful 
of makeup, Jordan’s Brother Boy is like 
some kind of glamourous chimp, hooting 
and grimacing through a therapy session 
in the most delightful manner. It is a 
performance that manages to be 
deliciously flamboyant and yet full of 
thoughtful nuances all at once. Though 
some might argue that, culturally, the 
character sets the gay liberation 
movement back at least thirty years, 
Jordan is a wise enough thesp to know 
how and when near-pantomime can be 
used to great comic effect—especially at 
a time when gains in equality can allow 
us the luxury of occasionally laughing at 
ourselves. The early scenes between 
Brother Boy and his vicious nympho 
counsellor are the best in the film 
(comedically, the funniest of any film last 
year) and go a long way in bringing a 
spark of life to what can, at times, be a 
self-conscious corpse of a movie. 


Similarly successful, though on a much 
less grand scale, are the scenes involving 
the “dearly departed” Peggy’s daughters 
and her sister. As the uptight and 
affected Latrelle, Bonnie Bedelia shines, 
as does Ann Walker in the role of her 
sister LaVonda. Beth Grant, as their 
grieving, “aspiring non-smoker” Aunt 
Sissy, is also quite a treat, particularly 
when paired with her on-screen nieces. 
Also worthy of mention is the visual 
feast Sordid Lives provides its audience: 
costume designer Jim Echerd and 
production designer Steve Cubine have 
done a fantastic job of capturing the 
camp verité of a southern white trash 
world, giving Shores’ characters a more- 
than-perfect place to romp, stomp, strut 
and scream. 


Unfortunately, for both them and us, 


the bigger “stars” of Sordid Lives serve 
more as a distraction than a catalyst for 
entertainment. Delta Burke, once 
brilliant in Designing Women, turns in yet 
another drab performance as LaVonda’s 
best friend, Nolita. Beau Bridges and 
Olivia Newton-John are similarly hapless 
in their roles, although at least the latter 
has a shot at redemption with her rendi- 
tions of the fun title song and a genuinely 
stirring version of Shall The Circle Be 
Unbroken. One of the film’s greatest 
liabilities is Kirk Geiger as Latrelle’s son 
Ty, the film’s narrator. Whiny, self-indul- 
gent and sloppily rendered, it could be 
argued that Geiger’s Ty is really the 
character that sets the gay liberation 
movement back significantly. Perhaps in 
the hands of the stronger actor this 
exposition-puppet could have worked on 
some level, although the character is so 
inherently weak that it’s unlikely (the fact 
that he keeps re-appearing throughout 
the film like a rash doesn’t help much, 
either). 


| have no doubt that Del Shores’ play 
was a great one, the kind of spectacular 
farce that people recall fondly years after 
experiencing it. Sordid Lives, however, is 
not a great movie; it isn’t even neces- 
sarily a good one. But for the high points 
and glimpses of brilliance it offers, it is 
worthy of our attention and applause. 
All [tl minutes of it. 


Best lines 


LaVonda: | believe that Trisha 
Yearwood could just sing the s*** 
outta that song. 


Latrelle: You eat with that mouth, 
too? 


LaVonda: Mostly. 
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Avalon Surrey 
Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 
Surrey, BC VOR 1/0 
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187 Trunk Road 


(604) 746-5212 


Sands Funerai Chapel 
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Funeral Home 
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gardening services 


a 
$85-2 hour consultation 


Published, award winning gardener will 
consult; you save money by doing the work 
yourself! Specializing in perennials, trees, 
shrubs and vines hardy to Calgary. 
Deanna Dyck, Master Gardener 
(403) 230-7839 


202 


homes, apts, condos 
for rent 


Available May: luxury condo. 2 
Bedrooms, 2 full baths, private laundry, 
heated parking, pool, newly renovated, great 
view. $1,200/month, utilities included. Call 
(780) 432-5160, Edmonton. 


Killarney 2 bdrm, 2 baths, W/D, Newly 
renovated, Non-smoking. $825/ month. 
Call Sue (403) 217-3252. 


Bsmt suite for rent: $450/month. Room for 
rent: $400/month. Both including utilities, 
cable and laundry. In Applewood (off 17th 
ave S.E.) Call Steve (403) 313-5917 after 6. 


203 


shared accommodation 


Room for rent in 2 bedroom apt. Your own 
private bath. City view. Non-smoker, M/F 
OK. $400/month + $200 DD. 
Call Grace (403) 510-8257. 


Calgary room available immediately 
(NE Rundle). Clean townhouse near LRT & 
shopping. $375/month utilities included + 
DD. Parking & internet also available 
(403) 245-2580. 


Roommate wanted to share large modern 
suite in Bridgeland. Fully Furnished. $400/ 
month plus damage deposit. Utilities 
included. Close to LRT. 

Call Denis (403) 815-4189 


1/2 duplex available April 1. You are: a 
working, responsible, neat gay male. 
Conveniently located in Calgary’s desirable 
Southwest, behind the Children’s Hospital. 
Close to transit,lots of storage space, w/d, 
parking avail. $360/mo + 1/2 utilities. Call 
Paul (403) 860-7659. 


Meet that special someone - buy, sell, or trate - take 
outa classified ad in Outlooks. 


Swedish Relaxation Massage 


204 


accommodation 


Best Video and [jeeRuis 
DVD for sale and |” 
rent! New 
releases and hard 
to find classics. 


In/out calls, male or female clients, private 
shower, hot oils. Unforgettable massage. Call 
Mike (403) 229-6885-Pager or 
www.calgary.masseur.com 


402 
friends 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good 
shape. Looking for young man 18-25 who 
wants to be treated royally. Must be cute and 
fun. Reply #0502 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


| 11” Street | 


» Lodging 
Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
OCATIO 


L N 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 4 YEARS 


Mail order too! 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 
AB TS5K ONS. 


Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


WHERE IS MY SLAVE BOY? 

Experience Roman-style slavery in the 
21st century! Experienced Master, strong 
B/D interest, located near Vancouver, has 
opening for youthful live-in slave under 35 
who will accompany Master on North 
American and Overseas travels. Also 
accepting part-time visitors exploring future 
possibilities. reply #1011 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


401 
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general personals 


Body Remedies Massage Clinic 
1011B-11 aye SW 
Help heal Body, Mind, & Spirit 


206 


vacation rentals 


Immigration @ 
is for lovers! 


We are proud of our 

ever-growing family of 

delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 

home in Canada, and 

one of the highest ; 

success rates with same 

sex couples. Canada’s new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 


with a massage 
Puerto Vallarta. New one BR condo (sleeps 
four) beautifully furnished and fully 
equipped. Ocean-front deck with pool & 
jacuzzi. Ideal old-town location night on the 
gay beach! Summer special: USD 
$600/week. Call (403) 246-2852 or email: 
kim&david@sdbsmith.com 


A variety of techniques and treatments. 
M/F thereapists Reg.&Lic. staff 
10:30-7:30 Mon-Sat 
walk-ins (403) 802-3744 


Journey home: 
RMT deep tissue 
massage to increase 
circulation and 
decrease pain. Very 
relaxing and 
energizing. Non 
sexual. Call Mike 
680-0533. In/out 
calls. 
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WE'VE MOVED 


\NBOW PRig Man to Man Private Relaxational permits, family sponsorship, and 
J Massage by a College Guy with great healing independent applications. Let us be your 
RESOURCE ae, hands. New in town. In calls Hotels OK. Call personal guide, providing professional care 
2nd Floor Joe for Appointment. (403) 508-264 fos sate ae 
1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary Ce: — seal pepe tl Neat chames ef emcceed! 
Mon-Sat 102m t0 10pm Sun:Wamto6pm iS SpRING TUNE UP? |_| “Your staff are true professionals and always 
Md Cod ak Mee i | wiling to help” FT. 
nes Call us today to discuss your situation. 
¥ Pride Jewelery and Gifts | Take advantage of special spring rats! | FERREIRA-WELLS 
Co Bulletin Board i Male to Male i 
¥ Community Bulletin Boar by A only |_|. IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
(403) 266-5685 as € : 538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
10 years experience | : 
rainbowpride@shaw.ca Professional Relaxation Massage ON MBC 14 (at St Clair West subway) 
! 416-651-8889 
Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, Tantric, ae 5 eae 5 
i ‘Healing Hands I email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
i Daniel (403) 510-7572 | www.immigrationservices.ca 
http://zaplin.com/maletomale © 3; | Director, Organization of Professional 


Immigration Consultants 


a CURRENT. DEADLINE: 3 April 21st, 2003 


this form and mail or fax it to Ou! address on Page 5. 
pelprbich on our website at no one cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


$20.00 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


$10.00 
| ee 
diline: $10.00 

ee eee ee 
ee eS oO 

ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) Raniy Nombirtkovecmaree: 
$5.00 
Pn 


OUTLPEQns 


FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


friends (cont..) 


SWM, 42, 5°6”, 170 Ibs, Looking for a “real” relation- 
ship. 30-40 yr age group. No games, no bar scene, serious 
inquiries only! Cell (403) 617-8052 


dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! (403) 777- 
9494. Enter code 3200. 


CRAVING... 
LOGAN, MEN 
EIVERCHAT 
VOICE WANS 
CALGARY 
403-261-2100 

$04 287-5555 
Edmonton 
780-490-2299 


Other local BC & AB #s 
4-888-272-7277 


Use Code: 3901 


The Comedy Cave 
Art Auction: Buy/Sell/Trade. 
Wednesdays. Viewing 5:00, Auction 7:30 


And evening of hilarious, 
hipnotic comedy with master hypnotist 
Timothy G. Stewart Thursday- 
Saturday. Dinner 6:00, Show 7:30 
$25.00/person 


Friday-Saturday after 10:30 
Book your event in our space for FREE 


3828 Macleod Trail S. Calgary. 
Back Entrace-Quality Hotel 
(Once block north of 39 
Ave C-train). 

(403) 287-1120 


702 


business opportunity 


Want to make money at home? 
Want to be your own boss? 
Check this out! 
www3.telus.net/public/prometh/workathome.htm 


travel Alberta 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 


TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 
www.telusplanet.net/public/nlight 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B & B 


Great House, 
Great Location; 
Great Hosts! 


1725 « 127 Street SW, Calgary AB “BED & BREAKE? 
Phone: (403) 244-6693 BED_& BREAKFAST 


Proudly Supporting: 


ARGRA, Apollo, Calgary Men's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 
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business services 


Grafxbylisa: 
Custom Web Design, Graphic Design, and Original 
Artwork in a variety of media. 
Website: www.grafxbylisa.com 
Email: gbl@grafxbylisa.com 
Phone: (403) 875-6595 Calgary, Alberta 


Nest Egg Cracked? 
Can you afford * 

to wait for the 
market to 
recover? 


10% Guaranteed 
Real Returns 
e Real Security 
¢ RSP Eligible 
Get real returns now! 
GALL 
(403) 201-0819 
REALITY INVESTMENTS 


Crossword solution... 


Puzzle on page 24 


fd 7-9499 


toll free 1-877-882-2011 


the teleguide to the Gay & Lesbian Community 


CALGARY 


Community Groups 


Camp 181- Women’s Social Group... 
Children Need Support Too 


Integrity........ 
Men's Project. 
Metropolitan Community Church 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation 
Pride Calgary............-.... sis sorinaneeted 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club... 
SHARP Foundation 
Speak Sebastian.. 


CALGARY 


Businesses 

11 St Lodging 
Rainbow Destinations.. 
Money-Pennies. 
Randy Harris, Clinical Social Worker........ 
The Calgary Eagle 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens... 
Enstasy Counselling Services 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 
DQ IAN coei Beste: neces: Miecan se sdeeeas » sate saorta sate 2012 


Kairos House 
Men’s Support Group.. 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club. 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


The Edmonton Vocal Minority. me e003, 
Curling with pride................ F 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen 


AYE U VAL ETE epee eebar cee scene ret eee once eB .2520 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection Society.........:.0:c00008 


MEDICINE HAT 
SOS for LesBiGay youth 
PFLAG Medicine Hat. 

LGBT Society of Medicine Hat. 


Sponsored by 


™ 
a 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


Instructions: To access the Directory: 
* Dial (403) 777-9499 (Outside Calgary 1-877-882-2011). 
¢ Press 1 on your touch-tone phone at the main menu prompt. 
e Enter the four-digit Xtension number. 


Instructions: To obtain an Xtension for your group: 
* Call Outlooks at (403) 228-1157 (Outside Calgary 1-888-228-1157) 


We can also help you with any problems in changing your Xtension messages, 
reporting outdated Xtensions, or answering your questions. 
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LA. Lust 


From: Pacific Sun Entertainment 


Carnal Intentions 
From: Mile High Video- 
Men of Odyssey 


feay Donovan 


Chad Donovan 


_ CARNALS: 
INTENTIONS 


au 


Doors open at 6:00pm - Contest at 7:00pm 


EMCEE'S: Karen McGee - Ms World Leather & Andy Anderson 
Guest Singer - Marcus Mosely 


An Evening a Entertainment 


IM TO IPM ~- DANCE 


Tickets available at Little Sisters, PumpJack Pub and Tech Direct "On The Drive” 
Tickets $20.00 


THIS IS A TICKETED EVENT ONLY WCLP.VWLEATHER.COM 


April 2003 


PRESENTS 


eather, Heke 


ee We - Apritank 2003) 


THE NIGHT AWAY WITH Di 


Featuring: Jason Sizemore, Markus, Alex Mendoza, Neo Turner, Dobie Rivero, 
Chris Baldwin, Sky Preston, Jesse Martin, Marco Paris & Jack Sanders. 


Running Time: 90 minutes 


Jason is in heaven-—or at least somewhere in the Hollywood hills that feels like a lofty 
place. His rich new boyfriend, Harry, is away on a weeklong business trip and Jason is left 
alone in a million-dollar mansion, trying to find a way to amuse himself. Now, you might 
think that if you're Jason Sizemore (with that long, incredibly thick endowment), playing 
with yourself should be enough amusement to satisfy anyone. But not Jason—sharing his 
amazing organ with friends and strangers is a must every day and as often as possible. This 
weeklong adventure is full of action-packed sexual escapades that seem so natural in this 
palace high up in the hills overlooking the wonderland of Los Angeles. The view alone is 
enough to make Jason's guests horny, but once he undresses they all think they've died and 
gone to heaven... where the angels are hung like young stallions! 


Shortly after Harry leaves town, the gardener arrives to work on the flowerbeds and 
keep the grounds tidy. Jason doesn’t know his name but can’t help fantasizing about how 
this gorgeous blond stud would look naked. Slowly, his fantasies begin to come true as 
Markus the gardener gets hot and tries to cool off by removing his shirt. This gorgeous 
biond-haired, blue-eyed angel with pouty red lips would tantalize anyone and, naturally, 
Jason can’t keep his pants on. Standing by his bedroom window, Jason is stunned as Markus 
removes all his clothes to reveal a “perfect ten” body. They both jerk off, not realizing how 
much pleasure they're giving each other without even touching. 


Next up for Jason is finding a houseboy to take care of him while Harry’s away. In no 


Featuring: Tony Donovan, Chad Donovan, Brad Benton, Jake Armstrong, 
Drew Larson, Clay Maverick, Evan Taylor, Matt Spencer, Lark Larson, Max 
Grand. 


Running Time: 90 minutes 


When Tony and Chad Donovan star in a movie together, you know something really big 
is coming, This film is sure not to disappoint, as the two brothers both lead amazing sex 
lives in very different ways, which causes a great deal of friction between the two horse- 
hung studs living under one roof. Under these conditions, it’s no wonder that Tony needs 
therapy from a local psychiatrist to help sort out his emotions and sex life. 


His problem is that he’s trying to stop having sex with everyone on the first date; 
however, when he’s in session it’s hard to open up for his shrink because Tony’s last trick 
was the psychiatrist’s boyfriend! He describes their first date, his partner’s incredible body 
and how they had sex for hours in the back seat of a limo—but he can’t reveal his true 
feelings without blowing his cover. Judging from the hot sex and chemistry between Tony 
and Evan Taylor, there is sure to be a repeat performance that has to be kept secret from 
the shrink; with Tony’s twelve huge inches, it’s easy to see why he can’t wait to have sex. 
The real danger is the diary he keeps to record these amazing sexual interludes in his life. 
As the session comes to an end, the doctor's boyfriend phones to confess just as Tony is 
leaving the room. 


Meanwhile, back at their home, Chad is entertaining his latest discovery—Lark 
Larson—whom he has just met at the gym. Lark has just arrived in town and is looking 
for a room, which Chad is only too happy to provide. Unknown to most people, the spare 
room in the house is full of Web-cams that broadcast all the sexual activities that take place 
in there on Chad's website. Despite his lax morals, this appalls even Tony, and only serves 
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Cruise elures 
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604-639-0606 
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#403) 512-9281 


time, he finds the perfect boy, one who can handle his demands and open wide enough to 
swallow everything Jason has to offer. As the week unfolds and one sexual antic follows 
another, it occurs to Jason that his boyfriend is all alone in a hotel room and he starts to 
feel a little guilty. Of course, Harry also knows how to have fun and only misses Jason 
because it’s hard to find something that size anywhere else! 


These stars in the Hollywood hills are some of the best young hunks in the business 
and new discovery Markus is as close to being a Greek god as a human can get. Jason 
Sizemore proves he’s worthy of his name and his stamina is indisputable. LA. Lust features 
some of the hottest studs, full of passion, in a perfect setting for close sexual encounters 
of the best kind. 


Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


Available on DVD and VHS 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: eek SET: kkk 
BODIES: tok tk (oe) STORY: *k kk 
ACTION SCENES: tk 


to heat up the feud between the brothers. 


When Tony arrives home, the new houseguest starts an argument between the 
Donovan boys. Their individual sexual exploits lead to a challenge as to who can use their 
huge attributes to attract and conquer the toughest and most challenging young stud. The 
cover model of a local magazine is a cute young virgin and Tony is set on making him his 
next conquest to prove he’s the best man in the house. What follows is a sexy plotline that 
twists and turns to the very end, with a crew of hot studs barely able to resist the sexual 
temptations of the horse-hung brothers. Who wins the challenge? You'll just have to sit 
back and enjoy ninety minutes of hot action to see if you can guess along the way—it might 
prove to be “harder” than you think! 


Review sponsored by Source Adult Video, 
10210 Macleod Tr S, 1536 16th Ave NW, 2770 32nd Ave NE, 
1127 17th Ave SW, #3 4310 17th Ave SE, Calgary 


Available on DVD and VHS 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
MUSIC: *&& A SET: ok 


BODIES: ttc Ak (x) STORY: tothe 
ACTION SCENES: * kk tO% 


SEASONS TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 
online only at WWW.CRUISEYT.COM 
Get yours before April 15, 2003 


THAT 8O0°s CRUISE 

Sunday April 20, 2003 

$25 ($30 2days prior or dockside) 

Tickets available at Little Sisters and www.CRUISEYT.com 
boarding MV Britannia at 5:30PM 


DJ KennyKen and performances by Drag Divas Mandy Kamp & Willie Taylor 
Cruise from 6PM to LOPM Harbour Cruises, North Foot of Denman St 


ri 


Z. 


information available at WWWW.CRUISEYT.COM or (604) 551-BOAT (2628) 


House of Real Estate 
Boch lice ieipenceahi@ymed end Onercied 


Kate Keough 
287-4950 


kkeough@cadvision.com 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 

* QUALITY FINANCIAL 

LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


$:8748 FAX: (403) 264- 4169 
EMAIL: ak@akrpce.ca 


www.akrpc.ca 
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"Dear Freddy, 


My"éver and I were going through some of his 
old*phGt6 albums together a while ago and we 
came uipon a few pictures of him in drag. When 
| asked him about them he “confessed”’ that he 

Used to perform about fifteen years ago, but 

fasr’t done it since. The problem I have is that 

drag is a total turn-off for me and the whole thing 

has made me really uncomfortable. Am | just being 
silly about all this? 


Winnipeg 


Dear D.B., 


Of course you're not being silly, my dear, you're being outrageously stupid. Are you really so 
shallow that your feelings for your lover can be compromised by something he did fifteen 
years ago?! At the risk of sounding like a fourteen-year-old girl (or thirty-year-old gay man): 
get over yourself! What's that expression? He who is without sin...has no fun? Hell, | don’t 
know—l'm not religious. But the point is that we all have things in our past that somebody 
will find objectionable. I’m sure when you were a wee lad you crapped your pants a time or 
two—should your lover dump you (couldn't resist) because of your sordid past as a “scat 
queen”? Sounds to me like someone (ahem!) needs to do drag himself next Hallowe’en in 
order to get at little phobia out of his system. Go on, D.B.,| double-dare ya! 


Fred 


Dear Freddy, 


Recently, my boyfriend and I decided to move in together and we’re both really 
excited about it. However, when we were watching Trading Spaces the other day, 
he commented on how great he thinks Frank is, how he’s all “folksy” and “real’’. 
Freddy, | hate Frank! He is an idiot and ruins everything he touches. What’s 
going to happen if we move in together and he “Franks up” our new condo? | 
don’t think I could handle it. Can you offer any advice on how two fags with very 
different tastes—if | can call his that—might live in visual harmony? Help! 


Trepidatious 
Vancouver 


Dear Trepidatious, 


Unlike D.B. before you, your situation is criticat—one of the worst-case scenarios I’ve ever 
heard. Trading Spaces is quite a phenomenon: it can lead to all-out war between gay couples 
on a number of fronts, even if one of the two only spends a little too much time ogling 
handyman Ty Pennington when he’s shirtless (Ty, that is). I’ve always found that compatibility 
in a relationship can be gauged by which TS designer a person favours, for better and worse. 
I’ve also come to know that there are ten unwavering truths about the show's “inferior 
desecrators”; they are as follows. 


|. Frank will champion arty-crafty projects that are generally only of use as therapy for 
violent patients in homes for the criminally insane. 


2. Genevieve will try to be wacky and glue, | dunno, kibble to your walls (or something 
equally ridiculous). 


3. Hilda will pound stiletto heel marks into your hardwoods and gesture a lot when 
explaining her choices to that corny Paige woman. 


4. Vern will get all “zen” on your ass but at least work in a homosexual-friendly palette. 

5. If someone disagrees with him, Douglas will have a hissy fit and try to commit suicide 
by eating a pail of Venetian plaster. 

6. Laurie will whine a lot and hang acetate lining fabric everywhere. 

7. Kia will do something unbelievably stupid, like burn the house down. 

8.Ty will make idiotic wisecracks but we'll forgive him ‘cause he’s old and still hot. 

9. Edward will make a room look like a low-budget set for a Joe Orton play. 

10. Amy-Wynn will throw that big ol’ J-Lo ass of hers into whatever visual abortion is 


tossed her way and save the whole deal. In particleboard, mind you, but she'll save the deal, 
nonetheless. 


Hmmm, now that I’ve said all that | must admit that I’m a bit flummoxed and don’t know 
what else to say. Oh... right—your problem! | suppose my biggest concern is the scope of 
your incompatibility—f there are any other character traits that concern you and the “Frank 
thing” is the crowning disgrace, then run for the hills! If your boyfriend is otherwise perfect 
(having a “big one falls into that category, don’t forget), then | suggest you gouge your eyes 
out like Oedipus and settle down with the bugger. Hope this helps. 


Much love, 
Freddy 


Write to me, Dears! 


i) letters become the property of Outlooks andare subject to editing. 
: Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 

17th Ave. SW, Calgary, AB 

T2T 0B2 

or email: editor@outlooks.ca 


In order to expand its national presence, Outlooks is looking 
for experienced writers and photographers for Out & About 
spreads in the following cities: 


~ St. John’s 

~ Halifax 

~ Moncton 

~ Charlottetown 
- Montreal 

- Ottawa 

~ Toronto 


~ Regina 

~ Saskatoon 
~ Edmonton 
~ Kelowna 

~ Victoria 

~ Yellowknife 


Positions are available on a rotating basis from 
month-to-month and all pay a cash honorarium. 
Please submit samples of your writing or 


photography to: editor@outlooks.ca 
Only suitable applicants will be contacted. 
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Here is what you may have missed last week on 


ISION-TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


In The Life, Under The Pink Carpet, Jawbreaker, Shout, So Gay TV, 
Undressed, Dyke TV, Gimmie Gimmie Gimmie, She Spot, Prisoner: Cell 
Block H, Steamy Knights, Kids In The Hall, Locker Room, Eros, Queer TV, 
The Jack E. Jett Show, So Graham Norton, In The Life, Queer as Folk, 
Docs Outside the Box, Out In The City, Frisky Femmes, The Secret Life 
of Us, Urban Fitness TV, Fluid, So Fla Q, Brothers, Elvira Kurt, Bump!, 
Undercovers, XXXtreme Heat, Savoir Faire, Pride Visionaries, G Factor, 
Dame Edna, Body and Soul Yoga, What's for Dinner, Because | Said So! 


...plus numerous GLBT movies, dramas, documentaries, musicals 
and specials including the April premiere of: 


Out On TV 


With new GLBT shows added weekly, 
why not give us a try? 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE/SATELLITE PROVIDER TODAY OR CALL 1-877-PRIDETV. | 


Cruiseline was i conceived by the ‘gay comi unity — 
for the gay community. We are not- for-profit, Ce 
ae Canadian and our mission is to set 

love and desire free. a 


Every time you hook up or chat with someone on 
iseline Hug are helping to support, 
: your commmunity. 


Beause of you, Cruistline Was,able 
=e to uistribute over $350,000 backte our 
: | community during 2 ote 


Tanai events and carte as: 


Canadian Gay and Lesbian National Archives — 
Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association 
Fairy Tales Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 


So feel good about yourself, You are helping to 
build'a community in which we can all 
live, play and love. 


fe 


Enter FREE code 3205 
WW. w.criseline. ca : 


‘Use Code:1501 : WY. Interactive 


